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Lecture XXVII. 


Of Moles and ids, and other Sub- 
stances which orm in the Uterus; and 


of the appearances in the Ovaries, 


Tue womb and vagina, severally or toge- 
ther, are sometimes secreting a friable ma- 
terial, by which the two cavities may be- 
come loaded; the disease being indicated 
by pains like the parturient, by watery, or 

ps sanguineous discharge from the 
uterus, and by the occasional escape of the 
friable material itself. Of this disease, it 
has been my lot to see more than one in- 
stance, and, I presume, that it is not very 
uncommon, The quantity of material may 
amount to some ounces, or be of a few 
drachms only, In one case, which I ex- 
amined with care, the material seemed to 
be generated by a state of the membranes 
lining the genital cavity, similar to that ob- 
served in the mouth under thrush. 

Sometimes, independently of intercourse 
witn our sex, there form in the uterus fleshy 
substances, which resemble in structure a 
good deal the placentar part of the ovum in 
the earlier months. Now, in some cases, 
these fleshy masses are, in truth, nothing 
more than blighted ova, the result of inter- 
course; but, in other cases, tomy know- 
ledge, they form, month after mouth, in un- 
married ladies of undoubted honour. I will 
not lay down a decisive diagnostic, lest this 
shout bbs made ene of in any way to injure 
female reputation, though, | conceive, it is 
by no means impossible to form a shrewd 
guess, whether these substances result from 
intercourse or not. Indeed, considering 
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for the last three or four thousand years, 


‘| manifested too much of the spirit of the 
But 


ubiquitous Paul Pry in these matters, 
to proceed. 

n the uterus, there form, sometimes, other 
masses of looser or firmer consistency, called 
moles. Of these masses some, like those on 
the table, appear to be made up of layers of 
coagulable lymph, which have a succes- 
sively poured out under inflammatory ac- 
tion ; others, of firm make, resemble the 
body of a polypus or a scirrhous tubercle, so 
that, on dividing them, an anatomist would 
scarcely know the difference. These masses 
may be as small as a poulet’s egg, and 
smaller; or large as the bead of the fetus, 
or larger; there more generally is one mass 
only ; occasionally there are several, and 
they may be expelled at uncertain intervals 
of several days. By Mr. Callaway, a surgeon 
of acknowledged talents, the uterus of a 
woman who died from flooding, was once 
shown in this hospital, and I there found one 
of these masses in the main detached, and 
which was bigger than the foetal head; this 
mass, however, though detached in the 
main, had some connexion with the uterus, 
as I believe most of these masses of firmer 
consistency have, consisting of cellular web 
and bloud-vessels; but the union was of 
that tender kind, that you might detach 
it with the fingers as the ovum might, 
in the same manner, be detached from the 
surface of the uterus; and, indeed, the con- 
nexion between those masses and the uterus 
seems to be very similar to that which is 
subsisting between the womb and the ovum, 
Hydatids in the uterus are sometimes small 
in their bulk and few, but in other cases 
they grow in large numbers, and ta a great 
size, so that you may have ing away 
a quantity sufficient to fill two or three 
wash-hand basins: I use on purpose a mea- 
sure known and familiar. The difference 
between hydatids which form in this and 
in any other part of the body is this, that 
in all other parts they have no peduncle, 
but, when they grow from the uterua, 


they al being con- 
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Q 


o trace > 
Under 
et, 
th, and 
m, dis- 
| Medi- 
)THE- 
LECTURES think that the male part of the species has, 
sh the 
od last 
uct of 
_ 
owett 
and 
and 
EARS ; 
imber 
eon. 
lent 
on. 


same manner as are to form the 
bunch. As in other parts of the body, we 
find hydatids without there having been a 
connexion between the sexes, so, in the 
uterus, hydatids may, I presume, be 
formed without intercourse, but, in the ge- 
neral, they are the result of impregna- 
tion. When hydatids form in the ovum, 
they are exceedingly small at first, and 
the ovum disappears more or less ulti- 
mately, in consequence of these animaleule 
feeding upon it. In all its stages I have 
seen this disease. I have known them to 
‘exist where there was scarcely a trace of the 
‘ovum; I have known them to exist where 
much of the ovum was still remaining, 
‘though the hydatids were large and numer- 
ous, and I have also met with one or two 
cases where, at first sight, what came 
‘away @ to be ovum, but when, on 
‘cutting into the ovum, you found that it 
contained an assemblage of hydatids. The 
formation of these zoophytes, for such they 
‘appear to be, is the more interesting, as it 
has its influence over female reputation—a 
plant so sensitive, that, like its emblem in 
the green-house, it can scarcely bear a touch. 
When bydatids are forming, you may be 
sometimes asked, whether their appearance 
is not a proof of intercourse with our sex? I 
certainly think, that in most instances they 
‘result from this cause, but I think also, that 
itis our duty todeclare distinctly that we have 
no satisfactory proof whatever that they can- 


not be produced without the approach of the 
sexes; indeed the presumption, taken from 
analogy, lies entirely the other way. In most 


‘of the other parts of the body, hydatids are 
‘produced wholly independently of this cause, 
‘and why should they not, in like manner, 
be now and then generated here. The treat- 
ment of hydatids, so far as they admit of 
any treatment, is extremely simple. If a 
woman is su » or known to labour un- 
‘der disease of this kind, but suffers no press- 
ing inconvenience, as meddlesome midwifery 
ds bad, and as in midwifery you may do 
misehief when are attempting to do 
‘service, I would recommend you to abstain 
from interfering altogether. You may give 


a little medicine, if you please, but take care 
‘you do not give any that will do injury. 
‘Again. If the pains of parturition should 

, and they are likely, sooner or! 
later, to assail the patient, and if these) 
masses are coming away of themselves, again, | 
as meddlesome midwifery is to be proscribed, | 
‘I recommend you to sit at the bed-side, and 
to sutfer Nature, the great obstetrician, to 
proceed in her own method. But what if a 
‘great eruption of blood should oceur? Why, 
an these cases, if the parts are rigid, the in- 
troduction of the hand is anjastifiable ; for 
contusion and fatal tion must be the 
consequence, The practitioner, therefore, 


FOREIGN MASSES IN THE UTERUS. 


in such circumstances, should sit at the bed - 
side, frequently examining to ascertain 
whether relaxation have been effected. It 
the parts are lax, and the introduction of the 
hand is easy, then the uterus should be 
emptied by the operation of the hand ; for 
although it is true that risk must attend 
the operation, and though, too, the risk of 
tearing the womb or the vagina may be 
greater in these cases than in ordinary flood- 
ings, owing to the thinness of the parts, yet 
nevertheless, if the flooding is large, there 
may be less danger in a delivery by the 
hand, than a delivery, ifso it may be called, 
effected by the unaided power of the 
womb. 

The management of the other furm of dis- 
ease, that, | mean, in which moles are gene- 
rated in the uterus, turns on the same 
ples as the treatment of their hydatids ; that 
is, if the womb is known to contain this 
growth, and no pressing symptoms occur, the 
accoucheur ought not to interfere ; if pains 
assail like those of parturition, provided there 
is no flonding, we may safely trust to the na- 
tural efforts for the evacuation of the contents 
of the womb ; if there is rigidity with flood- 
ing, so that the introduction of the hand 
might lacerate and destroy, we must wait at 
the bed-side of the examin- 
ing, to ascertain if relaxation have occurred ; 
and if relaxation coneur with the flooding, 
and the floodings be dangerous, the sooner 
we deliver by the hand or instrumente, the 
better, provided this be practicable, and 
without violence. But is it not, in many 
cases, impracticable? Moles are not, I think, 
in general attended with dangerous floodings. 
To all these cases the general principles of 
flooding deliveries will apply, and to them I 
must refer you. course no means of 
checking bleeding must be left untried. 
The principles of management in the flood- 
ing cases will apply bere, and to them I 
must refer you. With mole, other disease 
is sometimes combined ; as tubercular scir- 
rhus of the womb or ovary, or both. Ke- 


member this in giving a prognosis. 
Let us now observe the preparati 


ions. I 
here show you one of the hydatid growth in 
the intermediate state; the animals have 
been at their banquet, but the ovum is not 
yet wholly devoured. In this preparation 
the disappearance of the ovum is almost 
complete. 


Here is a detached mass, which came 
away from the vagina with pains like those 
of ition: its substance is loose. Here 
is another of the same kind, and a third. In 
this glass, you see a collection of moles, five 
or six in number, they were expelled in suc- 
cession, at intervals of several 
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SIGNS OF IMPREGNATION. 


ob- 
served in the Ovaries, so ove 
interesting to the Accoucheur. 


The obstetrician (I use the for 
which we are indebted to Dr. Ryley) is 
sometimes requested to decide, from ex- 
amining the ovary, whether impregnation 
have taken place ; and it may not be amiss, 
therefore, that I should, in this place, make 
a few remarks on this topic. 

In form, the ovaries bear a considerable 
resemblance to the body of the testis, in our 
race especially, and hence they have for- 
merly been denominated the testes mulie- 
bres. Like the features of the face, these 
ovaries differ exceedingly in their size in 
different females, being three times as large 
in some women as they are ia others, and 
we must not, therefore, hastily conclude, 
that the ovaries are diseased, merely be- 
cause we find them larger than ordinary.— 
Again: in some women, these ovaries are 
ef smooth and somewhat polished surface, 
like the testis of the male; in others, how- 
ever, they are remarkable for their rugosity, 
and in ti lat fur- 
rows are so and frequent that 
remind ‘one of the In 
men, further, the surface of the ovaries pre- 
sents no appearance of cicatrix, but in 
others, and not infrequent! , there are, on 
the surface, small wiiukled scars, probably 

, in many cases, independently of 
pregnation from spontaneous rupture of 
the vesicles, or smal! eggs, with which the 
substanee of the ovaries is filled. If we 
lay open the ovary, we find it composed of 
a parenchyma and the peritoneal covering in 
which this parenchyma is enclosed, to say 
nothing of a tunica propria. Now, in some 
ovaries, this membranaceous covering is 
thin, and tends to transparency ; while, in 
others, it is so thick that it reminds one of 
a piece of parchment, and this, too, without 
any consequent disorders of the system 
which might lead us te cousider the patient 
as the subject of disease. With this thick- 
ening of the coverings, a certain degree of 
= and opacity is occasionally com- 


In many animals of the mammiferous class 
may be seen distinctly; some- 

times, as in the sow, they form an assem- 
blage of small tubercles, rising beyond the 
surface of the ovary, but more generally, as 
in the rabbit, they are embedded in the 
body of the viscus, but may, nevertheless, 
be seen distinctly, like the small pearls 
which the jeweller sets upon the posy of 
a ring—a comparison which tose who have 
seen the o of these animals must, I 
think, allow to have some aptitude. In the 
human ovary, when recently removed from 


the body, the vesicles cannot, in general, be 
seen through the membranaceous surface, 
but in some less common instances, when 
the tunics are remarkably thin, and the vesi- 
cles are remarkably plump and mature, they 
may be seen, though more ’ 
through the membrane which encloses them. 
The bulk of the ovary, internally, is com- 

of web cellular, sometimes long and 
ax, sometimes of firmer texture; and this 
cellular web, as injection shows, is plenti- 
fully supplied with minuter capillaries. In 
this cellular web are found various appear- 
ances, which, so far as they deserve our 
notice, may be divided into kinds; I mean, 
the corpuscula serosa, the corpuseula li- 
vida, and the corpuscula lutea: of all which 
in order, and first of the serosa. 

Vesicles filled apparently with a serous 
fluid, are found in the cellular web, in size 
ia’ between that of the mustard seed 

a pea; sometimes very conspicu- 
ous, occasionally ob ; ti few 
in theirnumber, occasionally several, though 
I have seldom observed in either ovary, as 
many as ten or fifteen at a time ; sometimes 
the small spherical cysts which form them 
are thick and coriaceous; and, at others, 
delicate and thin, and containing obvious, 
though small, red blood capillaries, I am not 
sure that every vesicle is contained within 
another, in a manner analagous to the calyx 
in the of the common fowl, but I sus- 
pect this. I am not sure that the vesicles 
disappear in old age ; but certainly those 
are in error who maintain that they are not 
to be found before puberty, for I have seen 
them distinctly in the ovaries of a female 
child, not above a year and a half old, and 
I presume that they may generally he found 
at this age, perhaps as conspicuously as in 
women during the child-bearing period. 
Besides these embedded serous vesicles, 
there are found also vesicles which are mar- 
ginally connected with the ovary, or which 
are completely detached from it, lying be- 
tween the folds of the broad ligaments at 
the distance of one or two inches, 
usually about as large as a full-sized pea, 
so that these vesicles may be conveniently 
divided into three kinds; the imbedded, the 
marginal, and those which lie detached. 
The larger vesicles seem to be in a state of 
incipient dropsy. Again. 

In the substance of the ovary, we meet 
sometimes with corpuscula lividaas they 
may be called, and these too are not with- 
out their obstetric interest. Of these cor- 
puscula livida, some consist of large vesicles 
filled with a clot of black or deep-red blood ; 
some of the vesicles are empty, but su- 
mes A covered with a deep-red or dark 
eaden tint, as if they had been coated with 


paint; some, lastly, are made up of mere 
molecules, or specks of various tint, red 
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CORPORA LUTEA. 


, or of almost atramentous blackness. 
ike the serosa, therefore, these 

cula livida may be divided into three kinds : 
the vesicle filled with clotted blood; the 
empty vesicle, the surface of which is coated 
with a deep tint, red, purple, or atramen- 
tous; and the solid molecule of various 
situation in the ovary, and of the same tint 
as the preceding. Several of these corpus- 
cules may exist in the ovary atonce. The 
rupture of blood-vessels appears to give 
rise to them, and the tint is apparently de- 
rived from the colouring matter, and the 
carbonaceous material of the effused blood. 

In the ovaries we also find, in the third 

e, corpuscula lutea as they may be 
Pd; the tint of these bodies waite ex- 
ceedingly, but ranging generally between 
that of a bright lemon, and of a dark-colour- 
ed orange peel; to which ] may add that, 
in their obscurity or conspicuity, there is, 
too, in these corpuscula, no degree of 
variety ; some of them striking on the eye, 
directly the ovary is laid open ; and others 
requiring for their discovery some little re- 
search. Of these bodies, as of the serosa 
and livida, we meet with different kinds, 
the larger and more solid, the vesicular, and 
the mere specks or sparks—not to mention 
the variety in their bulk. In the ovaryjwe 
occasionally see mere sparks of various 
yellow tint, forming points more or less con- 

icuous in different parts of its substance, 
forming the first variety of these 
yellow corpuscules, of which I here show you 
imens. The ovary, too, sometimes con- 
tains vesicles which are, 1 t, often 
empty, and which are coated with bright 

w in the same manner as the livid ve- 
sicles are with the red. These vesicles of 
different size, varying in their dimensions 
between the pea and the mustard seed, vary 
also in the colour of their yellow peint, 
which may, | believe, present all the differ- 
ent tints observed in the other corpuscula 
lutea. In the ovaries, lastly, we sometimes 
meet with solid bodies of a colour more or 
leas yellow ; the larger about as big as the 
kidney bean, the smaller about the size of a 
small pea or smaller, though it may be ob- 
served that when they get below this size, 
these solid bodies may properly range among 
the specks or molecules before noticed. 

Of these solid bodies there are two kinds, 
the fabiform and the spheroids, Of the tint 
of the spheroids I have some doubts, but 
I believe they generally tend to the yellow 
colour ; they usually contain within them, 
if 1 may judge from these preparations, a 
globose cavity, and the surface of the sub- 


stance exposed by section all round the | ( 


cavity is marked with radiating lines or 
strie, which give it something of a fibrous 
appearance. The fabiform bodies, which are 


far more interesting, on account of their fre-| 


quency, and for a reason under- 
stood, resemble, when , the half ofa 
kidney-bean in their shape, whence the vame 
I give them, and contain within them a 
shallow cavity, which reminds one of the 
printer's asteric, as here delineated. Of 
these bodies the tint is yellow, sometimes 
decidedly, someti b ly, and be- 
tween the two extremes are many grades ; 
the more frequent varieties of yellow may 
be red with those, of the lemon peel 
or of orange, which has been long in 
the chest. When the owrysie well injected, 
the yellow mass being full of vessels, be- 
comes of a deep-red tint. In the size of 
these bodies too, there is much variety; the 
larger are equal to the kidney-bean, the 
smaller to a small pea; there are, indeed, 
solid bodies noting the characters enu- 
merated, and which are not larger than the 
mustard seed ; but, in the present survey, 
it is better to throw them out of notice, or 
to range them among the yellow sparks or 


specks before noticed. These fabiform cor- 
puscules constitute what are properly called 


the lutea ; and generally, if not 
elweys, where they lie, a cicatricula, or 
small wrinkled scar, will be found on the 
surface of the ovary, immediately above. 

Having now described the various appear- 
ances,in the ovary, so far as they are inte- 
resting to the accoucheur, we are prepared 
to apply this knowledge to the considera- 
tion of a point not without its interest, I 
mean the discrimination of those ovarian 

s which are, or which are not, to 

be looked upon as the indications of inter- 
course with our sex. And here we may set 
forward at the outset by observing, that of 
all the appearances which we bave enume- 
rated, the wrinkled cicatrix, and the sub- 
stances of yellow colour alone have, in the 
present state of our knowledge, a claim to 
be considered as the indications of impreg- 
nation, and even of the wrinkled cicatrix 
here mentioned, it may be further observed, 
that standing alone, independently of the cor- . 
pusculum luteum, it has no claim whatever. 
to be considered as an indication of inter- 
course either, for impregnation. These cica- 
tricule, it is true, render it not improbable 
that the Graafian vesicle may have given 
way, but even when they exist alone, we 
have no Po! that these ruptures may not 
occur independently of cobabitation. In 
judging of impregnation from the appear- 
ances im the ovaries, I should place no re- 
liance on these wrinkles and cicatricule 
whatsoever. 

Again, of the yellow bodies themselves, 
the corpuscula lutea,) it may be remarked 
further, that they are not indiscriminately 
the indications of intercourse ; indeed, of the 
three kinds of bodies enumerated —the 
sparks—the vesicles—the solid bodies—the 
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latter only are deserving of attention. With 
Tespect to intercourse, the yellow vesicles 
prove nothing, or, if any thing, the nega- 
tive; for these yellow substances, | feel 
persuaded, may sometimes, and probably do 
often appear, where intercourse has been 
unknown. If T am wrong here, future obser- 
vation must correct me. 

Again. Of the solid bodies, spheroidal 
and fabiform, the fabiform only may, in the 
present state of knowledge, be looked upon 
as indicating the coanexion of the sexes ; for 
though I dare not deny that the striated 
spheroids, before described and demon- 
strated, may be produced by impregnation, 
yet we have at present no proof of this, 
and tosome, perhaps, it may appear, that 
they are rather the consequences of inci- 

ient disease, than of fruitful intercourse ; 

others must hereafter decide this point. 


Lastly: even of the fabiform yellow bo- 
dies, the larger only deserve man reliance, 
as indications of intercourse and impregna- 
tion, and unless they are as large as the split 
pea, or larger, I should pass them by, in 
inguiries of this kind, as wholly undesery- 
ing of our confidence. I here show you, 
among other preparations, one consisting of 
two ovaries, in one of which may be seen a 
single luteum, in the other no fewer than 
three, in colour, form, and character exactly 
similar to the corpus luteum of oonception, 
only the largest of them is little bigger than 
a mustard seed. Now these two ovaries 
were taken from a girl under seventeen, who 
died in this Hospital from chorea, with a 
hymen unbroken, and a womb without any 
traces whatever of pregnancy, as careful ia- 
spection showed ; so that the jealousy of 
an Eastern seraglio, if not associated with 
Eastern ignorance, might have been satis- 
fied, that repeated impregnations could not 
have taken place; nay, that impregnation 
could not have taken place at all,and yet there 
are as many as four corpuscula lutea: so 
that this preparation alone fully satisfies me 
that the evidence of the smaller lutea can- 
not be relied on. Well, then, we now come 
down to this simple conclusion, that corposa 
lutea of fabiform shape, and large or larger 
than are alone deserving of con- 
fidence as the indications of impregnation, 
to which this may be added, that the force 
of this testimony will be strengthened, pro- 
vided a superficial and wrinkled cicatrix be 
observed on the ovary above the yellow mass. 
Thus far, then, all seems clear enough, and 
yet, without] wishing to run’ headlong into 
wanton scepticism, | cannot forbear intimat- 
ing a suspicion, that a corpus luteum, even 
with all these conditions, cannot be relied 
on with absolute certainty as an indication 
of impregnation, at least in animals; for 
Mr. Saumarez mentions, ihat the corpus 


luteum may be made to appear in the 
ovary of the rabbit, merely by keeping 
the male and female within sight, without, 
however, being within communication with 
each other ; and in the vaginal and uterine 
experiments, related at large when I treated 
of impregnation, I had ample opportunities 
of learning that, in the :abbit, corpora lutea 
may form in large numbers, and possessing, 
in the most marked manner, all the charac- 
ters of the luteum of preguancy, and all this 
| from intercourse with the male, under cir- 
| cumstances that put the impregnation quite 
}out of the question. With respect to the 


| rabbit, therefore, feel fully satisfied that 

| the genuine corpora lutea, not to be distin- 

| guished from the lutea of impregnation, may 
be constantly produced at pleasure, without 
such 
give 
tu 


intercourse as may prove fruitful, and 
rise to the formation of a new struc- 
re; and, if I may rely on Saumarez, I 
must go further, and presume that in this 
panne the lutea may even form without in- 
|tercourse, from the mere excitement of 
| desire in a high degree ; whether, however, 
the luteum, with all its prescribed con- 
ditions above laid down, may form in the 
human ovary without intercourse altogether, 
or even without such intercourse as may 
produce impregnation, I am not prepared 
peremptorily to decide. I prefer the cau- 
tious manner of the academics, to the de- 
cisive manner of the dogmatists, whether 
stoical or christian, and I shall, therefore, 
content myself in the conclusion, with ex- 
pressing my persuasion merely, that the 
tabiform corpus luteum, with asterical 
cavity—of yellow colour—| as a pea, or 
larger, and seated beneath a cicatrix form- 
ed on the corresponding surface of the 
ovary, may be looked on, in the present state 
of our knowledge, as a strong presumptive 
proof of impregnation, adding, however, at 
the same time, that I conceive a jury ought 
to be cautious of giving too much weight 
even to this evidence, when human life is 
at stake. This yellow body seems to be 
formed in consequence of the change which 
conception produces in the Graafian vesi- 
cle. It is to this yellow tabiform body that 
I would confine the technical appellation 
‘ corpus luteum.’ Examine now the illustra- 
tive preparations. 


MEDICAL OFFICES. 


Vacaxcrns have occurred in the offices of 
Physician to St. Georze’s Hospital, and Sur- 
geon to the Asylum for Reccvery of Health, 
and to the Bloomsbury Dispensary. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE SPLEEN. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


EXTIRFATION OF THE SPLEEN. 

Iw the meeting of the German naturalists 
and physicians at Berlin, on the 19th of 
September, 1828, Dr. Schultze of Freiburg, 
communicated the results of his researches 
relative to the functions of the spleen, and 
of the experiments he has made, with re- 
pact to the extirpation of this organ. The 

owing brief extract will, we trust, be in- 
teresting to our readers. 

The Blood of the splenic veins, Dr. 


Schultze found as coagulable as other venous | 
1, except when, a short time before the 
@xperiment, a large quantity of fluid had 
n injected into the stomach. The ex- 

= ew of the spleen, which Dr. Schultze 


very often performed, never proved 
fotal, and was hardly ever followed by any | 
great derangement of the organic functions, 
even for several years after the operation ; 
nutrition and digestion were carried on as 
before, the secretion of bile only was di- 
minished, but in a very slight degree ; the 
chyle of animals, on which the operation 
had heen performed a considerable time pre- 
Viously, was found to coagulate, and to be- 
¢ red in the same manner as that taken 
m healthy animals. ‘This seems to be in- 
consistent with Hewson’s opinion, as to the 
function of the spleen; Sir Everard Home's” 
theory is refuted by the circumstance, that 
the animals drunk as much water after as 
before the operation. The growth of youn 
animals was not at all checked by it; an 
oung cats and dogs very soon regained in 
eight what they had lost by the removal 
of the spleen. Next to the secretion of| 
bile, the author observed a constant effect 
on the generative powers ; which, although 
not completely suspended, were, in some 
, weakened by it; dogs and cats, from 
which the spleen had been extracted soon | 


after birth, always produced fewer em | 


ones than others.* The very ancient an 
general opinion, that extirpation of the) 
spleen is followed by an increased faculty of | 
running, Dr. Schultze found always correct, 
at least in dogs, 


ON THR SEPARATION oF THE PLACENTA, 
AND THE DIVISION OF THE UMBILICAL 


Dr. Kuestner, of Breslau, accoucheur to 


* In most of the numerous cases where 
the rang or total extirpation of the spleen 
has been 


\ing the expul 


the Lying-in Institution of that town, has 
lately published a treatise, in which, accord- 
ing to the results of Lis experience, be 
strongly recommends that all attempts to 
extract the placenta should be avoided, and 
that the division of the umbilical chord 
should be deferred, until the expulsion of 
the placenta has taken place. In more 
than 1800 cases, this method of proceeding 
was followed by complete success; on the 
other hand, in 429 cases, after the usual at- 
tempts to extract the plag > “oor 
ous symptoms ensued, which, in 69 cases, 
ended fetally. Dr. Kuestner asserts, that 
he never witnessed any ill effect from leav- 
ion of the pl ta to nature, 
and is of opinion that the very general 
practice of separating it, ought to be con- 
fined to a very few cases of irregular de- 
livery, such as where the placenta is attach- 
ed to the os uteri, &c. 


ON THE 
ORGANIC MATERIALITY OF THE MIND; 


Immateriality the Soul, and the 
the Two. 


By G. D. Denmortr, Beg. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


S1r,—I feel myself bound to notice 
thing you may be inclined to honour wit 
a place in your very able Journal; aod on 
that account, principally, I now come for- 
ward to meet two attacks, the one from a 
soi-disant clergyman, the other from a svi- 
disant phrenologist, upon con- 
te Materiality of the Mind, and 
the Immateriality of the Soul.” As affairs 
of argument, it would be absurd to any 
myself against them ; both, ally 
writer who styles himself ‘* A Clergyman,” 
have so entirely misstated my case, that I can 
have no fair battle with them; they both 
conjure up phantoms, whieh they call mine, 
and then set about to overthrow them. As 
somebody says, in the mock tragedy of 
Tom Thumb, they “ make the giaots, and 
then conquer them.” 

My theory is briefly this :—First, that the 
mind is a material principle ; that is to say, 
that all the intellectual faculties are 
organic functions of the cerebrum, in fact, 
the em life of the brain (taking it for 
granted that the principle of life is that 


performed on human individuals, | which is so essentially and specifically com- 

» the generative powers remained unaltered. bined with all organic matter, as to be the 
Haller, however, (Elem. Physiol. tom. vi. immediate case of all action, or function, 
p- 423,) relates a case in which the opera-'in organi¢ matter). That the brain is an 
tion was by sterility, epitome of nervous impressions—that the 
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MATERIALITY 


ate actions of the brain—are ex- 
cited by impressions made on its nervous 
suscepubility, i.e. that these actions of the 
mind are sequent to other material impres- 
sions and actions in the nerves, occasione 
by external agents, positions which, I think, | 
are finely illustrated by the continuity and | 
homogeneousness of structure and substance | 
between the brain and the nerves. Secondly, 
that this same material mind is common to 
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before we , I must trouble you, Mr- 
Editor, with an extract or two, and some 
comments on them, to show the consistency, - 
the honesty, the meek, kind, Christian-like 


d|readiness to falsify not only my arguments, 


but my motives, with which this professed 
son of the church comes forward to show his 
zeal for true religion ! 

First,—He hopes I shall “ feel it my 
duty to communicate further information ;”’ 


all animals, being one and the same thing as and, “‘ he must apply to Mr. D, for some 
the brain; but that’ the faculties of minds further explanation, which he hopes he will 
are stronger and ‘hétter developed in a ratio consider it his duty to give.” Again, he 
to the size of the ‘Wifferent portions of the says, ‘‘ After inserting this, as I take it 
brain; the vigour 6f its organic action, and | for granted you will do, let your readers hear 
the healthy condition of its structure.—/no more, either of the sublime inanities of 
Thirdly, that there is this difference be- G.D,. Dermott, or the humbler criticisms 
tween man and animals: another principle of. ”’ no one knows who! Now this 
is attached to man’s existence, which is not seems to me mightily like daring an enemy, 
attached to that of animals, it is not demon- | and then piteously asking you, Mr. Editor, 
strable, but attached to our being, in some to tie him hand and foot ; a rare device, L 
way perfectly inexplicable—we call it the must own, and one which, like the rest of 
soul. That thissoul, being entirely spiritu- his tirade, shows more familiarity with the 
al,is of a nature not to be understood by stage than with his Bible. It is of a piece 
a material mind ; it is the spiritual part of with the valour of the man in King Lear, 
man’s existence, referred for a state of de-| who waits till Keat is in the stocks, and 
velopment in a spiritual world; perhaps, if then capers around the sturdy old warrior, 
I may be allowed to use a comparison for | twitting him with bad jokes and poking him, 
the sake of explanation, to be the future at arms length, with a dull sword. So much 
spiritual mind of what has been metaphori- | for his consistency. Now for his honesty. 
cally called, in Scripture, a spiritual body.| He wishes to represent me as having stated, 
That it is rational to admit that this soul,|that ‘‘ material and spiritual things are so 
in a future state, shall be responsible for different, that they cannot be existing in a 
the actions of the mind in the previous | state of association.”’ No impartial person, 


material existence, because it is the cou-|who reads my paper, will suppose that this 
tinuation of the same individual's existence, | is the doctrine { inculcate. On the contrary, 
only in a different state or form, the mind I have affirmed the possibility and the cer- 
being the ostensible representative of his|tainty of a co-existence, but deny a‘ sen- 
existence in this world as the soul is in the | sible co-existence ;” i.e. I do not believe 
that soul and | can hold a coeval, con- 


next, 
Having thus endeavoured to define my | temporanecous combined state of deve- 


own theory in my cwn way, return to my 


two assailants, The observations of the 
first, as I have before suggested, are any 
thing but argument ; of course they can ad- 
mit of no argument in reply. I shall, there- 
fore, presently leave him, hopping and 
floundering in his marsh of contradictions, 
with his favourite ‘‘ toads and frogs,” 
the fit companions of a person who so ad- 
mirably unites the venom of the one with 
the ridiculous contortions and the dirty 
splashings of the other. Their society will, | 
aps, be a relief to him after ‘ smoking | 
imself,” during the winter, with ‘ sin and 
sea coal,” as some vicars are wont to do, 
who love mammon more than God.* But 


conveying any sneer against religion and its 
idea I should abhor; I 
allude only to those who briog the holy’ 
office into 


The soul is not in a state of development 
in our present being ; we do not know its 
quien its nature, nor can we rationally 

monstrate its existence ; that is to say, 
its qualities and its existence are not known 
and identified by our senses and natural 
powers ; this is what I would mean by say- 
ing, that it is in a state of insensible as well 
as undeveloped existence. It is a principle 
attached, no one knows how, by God, to 
man’s existence, the part which is respon- 
sible for the mind’s actions, in a future 
state; the principle which is the represent- 
ative of a man’s previous material existence. 
This non-realisation of the soul to our own 
reason and senses, in spite of the sagacious 
divine’s ridicule, goes, I think, some way 
to prove, that it is not, in this world, in a 
developed state, that is to say, it is dormant, 
if he will admit of the term. 

Mr. Editor, I admit of the existence of 


For the rest, no man’ the soul, but differ from your correspondents 
dad and soul are one 


can have more reverence than myself. ip believing, that the mind and 


232 FUNCTIONS OF THE BRAIN. 


principle, and because of this, without my | out of thé question. 1 can only observe 
‘opinion tending to question, in any degree them, that they ere a sed a 
his 
to 


whatever, the age ag one single doctri- | the influence of what he asserts to 
nal point in the Bible, he impeaches me, | creed, upon his conduct. 
by making a false deduction, viz., that con- | I would next beg more 
sequently I mast consider “ Bibles, reve- advert to the opinions of your second cor- 
lations, ministers, and religion as totally | respondent. He says that 1 am a defender 
useless in this present world, and owing of the materiality of the mind, yet “ fearing 
their existence to mere delusions, and that obloquy,” admit the immateriality of the 
my paper tends to shake a Christian’s be- soul. | thank the author for the reason 
lief,” and most unceremoniously thrusts me which he has so gratuitously imputed to me. 
down amongst a list of infidels! his rea- Notwithstanding his liberality, however, I 
soning is logical ; this palming of doctrines! must still lay claim to its ing from 
upon me, which I should shudder to es-|a more honourable impulse. I have nosense 
pee, is his honesty—his God-like grace, of duplicity in my own mind, which would 
suppose! He most shrewdly asks me, lead me to arraign without good grounds 
what kind of a being God is? How is it the intentions of others. The weight of 
to be proved that such beings as a God and your correspondent’s criticisms are against 
the human soul exist! and what sort of my considering the intellectual faculties to 
beings ore they? Is it necessary for me to be the organic material functions of the 
tell a minister, that he must not either ap- brain. He speaks also, especially, of the 
ply to his own, or to any other man’s reason function that I ascribed to the cerebellum ; 
to prove these things, but to his Bible, perhaps the terms of my description may not 
where he will find them explained, as far as seem to have conveyed an exact significa- 
God, in his divine dispensation, has thought tion. 1 contend that the mental faculties 
fit to reveal, He will also find, in his Bible, | are the organic actions of the cerebrum, that 
that the impossibility of conceiving of spi- the cerebellum is the seat where the action 
ritual things, excepting by the power of of judgment becomes sensible, or whence its 
faith, is every wliere inculeated ; that it impulses are sent through the nerves to the 
was to kindle and keep alive this essential different active parts of the frame. I may 
faith the Bible itself was given, and that better explain myself by quoting one or two 
the utter incompatibility of spiritual demon- deductions, which M. Flourens has drawn 
trations with the powers of material minds, from his experiments. They are. somewhat 
is distinctly shown in the assurance; that no/ different to what your correspondent is 
man can see God, who is a Spirit, and lives. pleased to state them to be, viz., to presi 
As to his trying to suggest the possibility merely over the forward motions of the ani- 
ofan improvement in my speculations, by | mal: that, he will perceive, is the opinion of 
Supposing animals to have souls, if he (being Magendie. M. Flourens says, ‘‘ it has been 
really a ‘‘ parson?”) knows sufficient of shown that the immediate cause of muscular 
theology to prove it, or reader it probable, | contraction particularly resides in the spinal 
let him do so; I frankly own I cannot. | marrow and nerves, and that the regulating 
But by way of making his incomprehensi-| cause of these contractions is placed in the 
bly inconsistent paper complete, he says, | cerebellum ;” that is to say, the cerebellum 
the “ very rarity of my paper would re-|is the immediate agent of judgment, or, at 
deem it, were it not as trite as the king's | least, is the medium through which the im- 
highway.” I deny, also, having collected pulses of the judgment are transmitted to 
any “ scattered absurdities,” or any ‘‘ ex-| the voluntary nerves. ftlence we take away 
ploded doctrines ;” what I have said is my! the cerebellum, and we take away the 
own opinion, ringing solely from my own action of the judgment. Again, he says, 
observation. have never read any writers |“ there exists, therefore, in the nervous 
either favouring infidelity or even advocat-| system (cerebro spinal system) three pro- 
ing the materislity of the mind. I have perties essentially different; first, the ex- 
heretofore avoided them upon the score of | citer of motion ; the other, the regulator ; 
the materiality of the mind having been and the third, the willer and the perceiver.” 
formerly made use of to favour infidelity, and | In having asserted that ion, volition, 
my feeling an utter aversion to all such | and all intellectual sensitive faculties 
principles. He accuses Bichat and Law- reside, individually, in some certain i 
rence of having drawn conclusions which | of the cerebral mass, I do not pretend to go 
physiology does not sanction, but, in the| so far as (a phrenologist would) to point out 
same paper, confesses he is no physiologist ! | the locality of any one portion of the brain 
and therefore we may conclude, not able to/ as possessing any one particular faculty, and 
judge of the veracity of what he states. |that the locality of such a portion of the 
These are the only points at all worth | brain, or that the seat of such an intellect, 
notice in his paper. The rest are mere/can be strictly defined by any superficial 
rant, His personalities, of course, I put mark on the superficies of the skull—this, 1 
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conceive,isbarefacedly dogmatical,and I only | what? First, for asserting that the tal 
mean to maintain as my belief, that as joe faculties are the functions of the colette ; 
nerves (functionally) possess sensation, as secondly, that all nature is imperfect, hav- 
some (functionally) possess volition, as the |ing partaken of, or being affected by, the 
spinal marrow (functionally) possesses both, | fall of Adam, (I never knew, Mr. Editor, 
as the cerebellum possesses (functionally) that this could be denied, or that the 
the power of conveying the mandates of the opinion was discountenanced by Scripture.) 
will and judgment to the voluntary mus- | Thirdly, that all animals should have minis 
cles, so the cerebrum, functionally, pos-| ters, religions, Bibles, and revelations, and 
sesses the sense of perception, the sense of | should enjoy a future state; this I deny 
thought, the sense of will, memory, and all! ever having written, as he disingenuously 
the rest of the intellectual faculties. represents ; he has represented me to have 
Your correspondent, in spite of his phre- | made use of this expression unconditionally, 

ical sciencey seems to be frightened | but he had not the candour to say that I 

by my stating, that the medullary part of| mentioned it with these provisoes—if they 
the brain possesses all the distinguishing | had souls—and if the mind were the soul 
living properties peculiar to the brain, as|(for, that they have minds, certainly he 
living brain—organic—functional peculiari- | cannot disprove, either by religion, metn- 
ties; but if this were not the case, it would | physics, physiology, or phrenology). Now 
be very strange indeed, that parts of so im-/ is all this, for which I am accused of being 
portant @ viscus as the brain should be | dogmatical, more dogmatical than his phre- 
organised and have life, and yet not have | nology, ascribing parlours and kitchens in 
their peculiar organic functions. his brain, for his good and bad propen- 

I have heard it admitted that the brain | sities? 

possesses these faculties; that isto say, that) He pro} the two following questions: 
it is the seat of these faculties, (and which, | Do the educated alone possess conscience ? 
I believe, no one presumes to deny,) and/[ answer, does he find man in any state 
yet, nevertheless, they do not admit them | quite destitute of education? All men are 
to be its specific organic actions, but that| educated by habit to a certain extent; all 
they are the immaterial principle connected | men learn by experience to identify things, 
with the substance or organisation of the|and to understand their own and other 
brain, through the medium of life, but we | men’s actions; if a man has not seen, felt, 
should then have no function left for the| or heard of a thing, he is not aware of its 
brain. This is a most gratuitous hypothesis, | existence, much less of its properties, for 


founded not on any thing like proof, butis a| these senses are the inroads, or the means 
mere fugitive supposition, upbeld because | of the conveyance of knowledge to a man’s 
it favours the old opinion of the immateri-| mind. In my last paper | supposed an im- 
ality of the mind, to which people are bi-| possibility, for the sake of argument, a man 


goted by habit and education, and by con- | born and living in total abstraction from the 
founding two things which 1 believe are world; soch a man would know nothing. 
erie A different, the mind ond the) Secondly, he asks, do animals possess con- 
soul. e may just as well say, that itis|science, do they possess education? I 
not the function of the nerves to fill and| answer, an animal may know if he does 
convey voluntary motion to the muscles, | differently to what he has been taught to do, 
that it is not the function of the stomach to | and, knowing that, he may shun the obser- 
digest, that it is not the function of the liver | vation of man, for fear of the punishment 
to secrete bile, but that these are powers | which he had been taught would succeed to 
seated in those organs, and connected to|it; the natural timidity of a mouse, or a 
their substance by the living principle ; | bird, occasions the creature to shun the ob- 
this would be leaving no action for organic | servation Of man, because they have not 
matter, consequently, none for the brain as| been accustomed to be in his presence ; 
@ part of organic matter. just as we should shun a large animal that. 

Your divine correspondent, who, of|we had not been accustomed to} see and 
course, should have Jearnt by this time that | whose powers we do not understand, and 
the soul is immaterial, that we are not justi- | therefore our natural timidity may occasion 
fied in attaching the idea of locality to any | us to suppose dangers, which may be either 
thing but what is material, cries out for me | real pr merely imaginary. But systemati- 
to demonstrate the relative position of the | cally accustom avy timid animal to the pre- 
dormitory of the soul; this caster-out of| sence of man with impunity to themselves, 
devils cails upon me to produee from my mu- | experience teaches them they will receive 
seum souls pickled and preserved. Now/no harm, they no longer shun his presence, 
I would just ask, does this minister display | or, in other words, they become tame ; nay, 
either his divinity or his logic by such low| more, we have numberless instances to 
nonsense? Your last correspondent, ac-| prove, that by systematically accustoming 
cuses me strongly of being tic ; for | not only timid but ferocious eaiamls, either 
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to the presence of man, or to that of each | mediam, or the seat of some certain secre- 
other, on infi is ted over them, tion, peculiar to the brain, as brain. 

which could only arise from an operation on| Need I flinch from this opinion on ac- 
their minds, which enables them not only to count of the taunts of this anonymous 
associate in spite of what we call natural writer, when I am borne out by the opinion 
antipathies, but to associate with satisfac- | Of the most illustrious Morgagni; that the 
tion, and to become attached to each other. brain is a gland! And now, Mr. Editor, I 
Thus we have numberless instances of the dismiss my two assailants with every 
lion, and other ferocious animals, being apology for having wasted so much wus 
domesticated; and, indeed, there is an | upon masked antagonists, who have met 


example in point, to which any one may 


with so litde argument. Their cap 


refer, who will take a walk to the other side of darkness” gives them the advantage 


of Waterloo Bridge, where ‘ the cat, the 
mouse, the hawk, the rabbit, the guinea 


|of coming to the contest with personali- 
‘ties, which sre sometimes mistaken for 


pig, the owl, the pigeon, the starling, and | the honester and fairer weapons to which I 
the sparrow,” live together in one cage in| am obliged to confine my reply, and to 


perfect harmony and happiness. 


|which, I am happy to say, I conceive my 


|cause may be fearlessly entrusted, I have 


Speech constitutes perbaps the greatest ont) t add, that 1 should have made this 


link in society; it links men in the closest 
affinity of friendship, or implacably divides | 
them; it unites our ideas, and links our 
comparative estimations of men’s actions ; 
if animals had this gift, and all their ia- 
tellectual faculties (which they do possess 
in limited and various degrees) equally per- 
fect with man, why then I do believe that 
the existence of a conscience in animals 
would be as evident to man as his own. 
Who can tell but that animals have a lan- 
guage (or some means of imperfectly con- 
veying mental feeling as a substitute for 
language) between themselves; and who 
can tell but what they are capable (so far 
as may be necessary for their existence one 
with “nathet) of estimating and under- 
standing each other's actions, i.e., that they 
have a knowledge or a conscience adapted 
to their state of existence; they evidently 
have relative love, anger, gratitude, and 
even the powers of recollection, &c. &e., to 
a certain extent. 


I had nearly forgotten your second corres- 
pondent’s objection to my stating that the 
* cortical part of the braia is subservient to 
the medullary part.” I answer this has 
always been a very prevalent, and also a very 
ancient opinion, amongst some of the best 
anatomists. The cortical part of the brain 
is very vascular, so minutely so, that it has 
been supposed to have been made up of ves- 
sels; why is this the case, if it is not sub- 
servient to the medullary part; the two are 
continuous, and the probability is, I argue, 
that the cortical part of the brain secretes 
some living principle imto the medullary 
part of the brain, or is subservient in giving 
that same living endowment, The me- 
dullary part of the brain has no cellular 
substance, and I believe that the cortical 
part of the brain is as much the vebicle, or 
the medium, by which the secreting ves- 
sels undergo a minute distribution, as the 
ralema “ia to the medullary substance 
of the nerves; and is, probably, also the 


answer at an earlier moment, had not do- 
mestic affairs rendered it impossible till 
now, and believe me, 
Your very obedient servant, 
G. D. Dermorr. 


CASE OF POISONING BY SUGAR OF LEAD, 
By Gavin Mitaoy, Esq. 


Saran Hooxe, ewtat. 40, who had been 
long bed-ridden, in consequence of a com- 
plicated affection of the urinary and men- 
sirual functions, swallowed, on the evening 
of the 27th April, 1824, three teaspoonfuls 
of sugar of lead, (plaumbi superacetas) mixed 
with a cupful of milk, mistaking it for 
cream of tartar. Immediately after the acci- 
dent, she experienced an indescribable sen- 
sation of depression and distress at the pit 
of the stomach, which made her suspect 
that she had taken something poisonous. In 
the course of four or five minutes she was 
seized with a violent fit of vomiting, which 
continued almost without intermission for 
nearly six hours. Mixed with the contents 
of the stomach a little blood was occasion- 
ally rejected. The vomiting bad been en- 
couraged by diluents, and by a solution of 
sulphate of zinc, ordered by a practitioner 
of eminence, who had seen the patient. A 
large dose of castor oi] was administered, 

28. Considerable pain and tenderness of 
the whole abdomen, but felt more especially 
at the scrobiculus cordis, not in on 
pressure, The vomiting has ceased since 
six o'clock this moraing, but much nausea 
and anxiety remain. ulse 94, natural ; 
bowels have not been opened ; urine very 
scanty, and high-coloured ; catamenia pre- 
sent. She complains of a sense of heat and 
tickling in the fauces ; the tongue is covered 
with a black crust; breath very feetid ; 
mind greatly depressed. 

Take two ounces castor oil ; and inject a 

purgative clyster immediately, 
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29. The of the abdomen is consider- 
ably relieved, but much uneasiness and nau- 
sea are experienced ; three stools of a dark, 
almost black colour. Pulse 100, fuller than 
yesterday. 

t the castor oil. 

50. No change in the symptoms; one 
stool, rather more natural in appearance. 

Take two aloetic pills every second hour, 


until free evacuations are produced. 
May 3. Pain of the abdomen has been in- 
creased for two days past, and is now at- 
tended with a distressing tenesmus. Bowels 
costive since the 1st, although she has taken 
strong purgative medicines repcatediy.— 
Ordesed, 


Infusion of senna and Epsom salts, and 
a strong purgative injection, 

5. Considerable difficulty was experienced 
in administering the enema, in consequence 
of the spasmodic contraction of the anus and 
rectum. No stool has been procured, and 
the pain of the abdomen and tenesmus are 


aggravated, Strong purgative powders, com- |. 


posed of calomel, jalap, and gamboge or- 
jalap gambog 


7, Pain of abdomen much increased, and 
tender on pressure. Pulse 102, rather full, 


but the skin is cool, and no thirst present. | 


Fowentations applied, and an enema of in- 
fus. tabaci was injected, which produced its 
usual sedative effects, bat was not followed 
by any evacuation. Bowels obstinately con- 
fined, although she takes drastic medicines 
several times in the course of the day. 

11. No alvine evacuation since the 30th 
of April; abdomen slightly tender on pres- 
sure ; ‘pelse nataral, Ordered to take the 
blue pill, and rub in mercurial ointment 
daily. Purgative medicines continued. 

17. She has persevered in the use of the 
mercury daily, but no appearance of saliva- 
tion is present. One very scanty stool was 

sured this afternoon; the feces were 
and seybalous, of a black colour, and 
mixed, according to her report, with gru- 
mous blood. Immediately before the eva- 
cuation, she felt ‘‘ as if something had given 
way within her bowels,” 

20. No change in the symptoms; bowels 
obstinately costive ; the mercury has hitherto 
produced no effect ; her appetite, which for 
a long period has been much impaired, gra- 
dually declines, and she is becoming sen- 
sibly weaker and more emaciated. Ordered 
four grains of gam four times a day, and 
infusion of senna with salts. 

June 1. A very scanty stool last evening, 
of dark-coloured and extremely indurated 
feces. Has continued the gamboge regu- 
larly ; the dose has been increased to six 
grains four times a day. 

June 4. After violent straining at stool 
this morning, she reports that a swelling 
protruded itself im the right iliac region ; 
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on firm pressure being made on it for a few 
minutes it receded, and almost immediately 
after some hardened feces were voided per 
anum. At the same time she rejected, by 
vomiting, a large quantity of indurated ecy- 
balous masses, which, in every respect, re- 
sembled what had been passed per anum. 

5. There has been @ renewal this morne 
ing of the stercoraceous vomiting; the 
egesta were of a yellowish white colour, 
quite firm and hard, aud had a distinct fecal 
odour. 

Continues the use of the gamboge, &c. 

7. No return of the fecal vomiting. This 
morning s!:e had a strong desire for stool, 
and, after violent tenesmus, the swelling in 
the right groin re-ap , but its reces- 
sion was not followed, as before, by any 
evacuation. The swellivg, she describes, as 
appearing about an inch and a half from the 
auterior and inferior spinous process of the 
ilium, in the direction downwards and ia- 
wards towards the os pubis. 

20. Since last report there has been no 
alvine evacuation, nor any return of the fa- 
cal vomiting. Takes immense doses of calo- 
mel, gamboge, and aloes several times a 
day without any effect. Au enema, which 
was administered Jast night, brought away 
a few hardened scybala. Ordered half an 
ounce of spirit of turpentine, with one drop 
of croton oil four times a day. 

25. No alyine evacuation has been pro- 
cured; the quantity of urine, which for 
some time past has been exceedingly dimi- 
nished, is now increased since she has taken 
the turpentine. 

Contin. the spirit of turpentine & croton oil. 

July 5. The bowels have been opened 
only once since last report, and then very 
sparingly. Her appetite is exceedingly im- 
paired ; her diet consists of broth, milk, and 
tea. 

18. She has continued to take the tur- 
pentine and croton oil every day. the dose 
of each having been increased, but no effect 
has been produced on the bowels ; the fecal 
vomiting returned last night. 

25. The fecal vomiting has occurred daily 
since last report; the scybalous masses re- 
jected are of a yellowish colour, fetid smell, 
and are mixed with a cousiderable quantity 
of an ochry turbid fluid ; the vomiting takes 
ome, generally in the morning ; sometimes, 

owever, twice in the course oftheday. Of 
late her appetite, though extremely sparing, 
has not been diminished, and she slee 
tolerably well. She continues the use of the 
&e. 

August 5. The feculent vomiting is be- 
coming daily more urgent, the quantity re- 
jected being sometimes very great. No eva- 
cuation per anum since it was last reported. 
Withia these few days the catamenia ap- 
peared, but were very sparing. 


j 
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19. The vomiting has occured daily, and 
for two days past has been more copious 
than before, returning six or seven times in 
the twenty-four hours. No stool. 

Sept. 4. Two months have now elapsed 
since the patient had any evacuation per 
anum ; but the vicarious excretions from the 
stomach take place regularly ; of late they 
have been of a softer consistence than be- 
fore. At this time, the only medicine she 
would take was scruple doses of calomel, 
which she thought had the effect of reliev- 
ing the oppression and pain at the stomach. 

Oct. 2. The symptoms are nearly the same 
as when last reported. ‘lhe egesta—I mean 
what was rejected by vomiting, (for this 
most distressing ration had been re- 
newed daily,) wer® of a much thinner con- 
sistence, but still possessed all the appear- 
ance of feces. She is now harassed with 
cough and dyspnea, and has occasional 
attacks of severe cardialgia. 

31. She has continued in nearly the same 
state since lastreport. The fecal vomiting 
continues, but no evacuation per anum has 
ever occurred; urine extremely scanty ; 
abdomen soft, and comparatively free from 
pain, even when firm pressure is made on it. 

Nov. 4 She reports that, on the first 
current, a considerable quantity of a serous 
discharge, having a strong fwcal smell, was 
voided insoluntarily per anum, She has ex- 
perieuced relief since it began, and the 
stercoraceous vomiting has been less severe. 
In the afternoon of this day, the discharge 
per rectum was renewed ; it was of a green 
colour, and of a tenacious gummy consist- 
ence. She is much ceeneell with dyspnea, 


and her pulse is quick and feeble. The 
oranes betoken the near approach of 
death. 


10. She died this afternoon; the thin 
feculent discharge had occurred daily from 
the rectum. 


Sectio Cadaveris, Thirty Hours Post 
2 Mortem. 


The body was so exceedingly emaciated, 
that it was surprising nature had been able 
to maintain the struggle so long. On open- 
ing the abdominal cavity, the omentum was 
found drawn down into the right iliac region 
(which was the situation of the swelling, 
which was first observed on the 4th of 
June) ; it was however quite free, and not 
connected by any morbid adhesions. The 
stomach, the whole extent of the smal) 
intestines, appeared externally sound, and 
perfectly natural, except that they were of a 
paler colour than usual; the large intes- 
tines, throughout almost their whole track, 
were much thickened and contracted: they 
felt so hard to the fingers, that every one 
who was present at the dissection, imagined 


that were affected with scirrhous in- 
pala In two or three places, the colon 
was distended with air for the extent of a 
few inches; but, in the rest of its course, 
it presented the arance already de- 
scribed. The stomach and duodenum were 
now removed, and their internal surfaces 
examined ; the former was coated with a 
viscid brown-coloured mucus; the ruge 
were unusually large and distinct, especially 
t ds the diac orifice. The ring of 
the pylorus was rather thicker and firmer 
than it is usually, but no obstruction exist- 
ed, as the finger was readily passed through 
it. The mucous coat of the duodenum was 
jined with an orange-coloured viscid mu- 
cus; the valvule conniventes were un- 
commonly prominent. The other small in- 
testines were quite healthy, and moderately 
distended with air. I passed my finger 
along the whole extent of their canal, but it 
met with no opposition; previous to doing 
this I inflated them, and they were fully 
and uniformly blown out. On cutting into 
the caput coli, a considerable quantity of 
bilious feces of moderate consistence was 
found in it, and also, but more sparingly, in 
some parts of the arch of the colon, I now 
detached all the large intestines, and having 
washed them, I distended them with air, 
and was much surprised to find that they 
were easily blown up, so that their usual 
size did not appear at all diminished ; their 
coats were perfectly sound, and, to the eye, 
they appeared quite healthy. On slitting 
them open, their inner surface presented, in 
many places, a plexus of minutely ramified 
vessels, In two situations, one near the ca- 
put coli, the other in the sigmoid flexure, the 
mucous membrane of the gut was lined with 
a viscid matter ofa grass-green colour. The 
valve colon was healthy, and free from any 
obstruction. The texture of the kidneys 
was unusually firm; otherwise they were 
natural, The urinary bladder was not di- 
minished in size; its muscular tunic was 
more distinctly marked than usual, and the 
villous surface at several places, but espe- 
cially around the opening of the urethra, 
was of a lively florid colour. The cephalic 
and thoracic contents were not examined. 
To illustrate still further the effects of lead 
upon the functions of the intestinal canal, I 
may mention briefly two cases of colica pic- 
tonum. One of these is narrated in Sir 
George Baker’s account of the Devonshire 
colic. A patient affected with gonorrhea, 
had been ordered to take the following mix- 
ture 
Sugar of lead, one drachm ; 
Water, six ounces. 

The man was seized with excruciating 
pain in the abdomen, followed by stercora- 
ceous vcmiting; he, however, ultimately 
recovered. This case is ¢ from 
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De Haen’s Ratio Medendi ; and Sir George 
Baker adds, that he could mention several 
other cases in which the same symptoms 
were present. ; 

The other case is mentioned in the 
Medico-Chirurgical Review for September, 
i823. A man was affected with a most obsti- 
nate constipation for four years. On dissec- 
tion, the whole intestinal canal was so indu- 
rated and contracted, that a probang could 
scarcely be pushed along any part of it; the 
rectum was nearly cartilaginous. ‘This state 
of the bowels had been induced by a long 
continued use of sugar of lead in injections, 
which had been exhibited for a diarrhea 
which had resisted the usual means of cure 

It is worthy of observation, in the case of 
Sarah Hooke, that throughout the whole 
duration of the disease, not the slightest 
degree of paralysis of any of the extremi- 
ties was present. In the treatment of a 
similar case, 1 would make a trial of the 
effects of gulvanism or electricity, the 
powerful agency of which might, perhaps, 
excite the intestines to healthy action. ‘he 
omy having been an inmate of the Edin- 

Charity Workhouse, she possessed few 
of the comforts and coaveniences which her 
case required. 

Norton Street, Portland Place, 

May 5, 1829. 


CASE OF ANEURISM BY ANASTOMOSIS, 
TREATED BY VACCINATION. 


By Taomas F. Downinc, M.D. 


March 6. John Reardon, eleven months 
old, afflicted with a large nevus materaus, 
situated over the mastoid process of the 
temporal bone, extending upwards an‘ in- 
wards, including a portion of the integu- 
ments covering the back of the ear. 
The mother states, it presented at birth a 
= discoloration of the skin, that it gradu- 

y enlarged, changed to a purple hue, be- 
came elevated, discherged ‘blood, and, for 
the last month, increased with wonderful 
rapidity, owing, as she supposed, to the ap- 
plication of poultices and fomentations. 

It was first my intention to have extir- 
pated the tumour by ligature, but recollect- 
ing that the attention of the profession was 
drawn by Mr, Earle, of Bartholomew's, to its 
treatment by vaccination, and as no surgeon 
(at least to my knowledge) in this country, 
had adopted the remedy, and as this was a 
case favourable for experiment, I was deter- 
mined to try its effects, 1 accordingly inserted 
Vaccine matter in several points on the sur- 
face of the nevus, At my visit on the eighth 

hed become i 


scribed, surrounded by a red halo, and bear- 
ing all the distinct characters of a true vac- 
cine pustule. On the fourteenth day the 
scab was thrown off, leaving the base of the 
tumour nearly destroyed ; for some da 
much suppuration followed, but in t 
course of three weeks from the commence- 
ment of the suppurative process, healthy 
granulations took place, and a perfect cure 
was effected, 

The advantages of introducing cow-pox 
into the system, at the same time that dis- 
ease is eradicated from it, are the important 
effects resulting from this mode of practice ; 
and it must be duly estimated, when put 
into contrast with the mgans which have 
hitherto been employed. When the profuse 
hemorrhage which generally follows exci- 
sion by the knife, the destruction of parts 
when caustic is attempted, the almost inva- 
riable want of success, when the vessels lead- 
ing to the tumour have been tied, and the 
irritation and convulsions which frequently 
follow the use of the ligature, are all taken 
into consideration, it is to be hoped that the 
curative means employed by vaccination, 
will be entitled to favourable notice, and 
that its efficacy will ultimately supersede 
the necessity of haying recourse to the above 
painful remedies. 

Fermoy, County Cork, April 27, 1829. 


REMOVAL OF A H#EMORRHOIDAL EXCRES* 
CENCE. 


By Tuomas L. Esq. 


Gro. Govcnen, labourer, aged 43, ap- 
plied to me on the 4th of April, on account 
of a protrusion from the anus as large as a 
pigeon’s egg, which he had been labouring 
under for ten or twelve years; it was at 
first small, protruded only on his evacuating 
his bowels, and retutned immediately ; it 
now protruded as many as twenty times a 
day, and did not return without the appli- 
cation of the fingers. He has taken medi- 
cine from almost every practitioner in the 
neighbourhood without the least relief; I 
immediately proposed the removal of it by 
the knife, to which be readily consented ; 
accordingly, on the 7th of Apnil, I removed 
the whole of the protrusion, as well as a 
hemorrhoid situated on the verge of the 
anus; there was not an ounce of blood lost 
during the operation ; the man was put to 
bed, and enjoined perfect rest. In the even- 
ing I was sent for in haste, as ‘* the man 
was bleeding to death;” he had been vo- 
miting, and in that act had emptied the 
rectum of about a pint of blood and freces. 
I introduced a sponge tent, and ordered cold 
to be applied externally. 


8. No return of hemorrhage, and quite 


day, [ found the tumour circum- 


easy. 
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9. Quite easy, no hemorrhege ; removed 
the tent, and ordered an aperient anxture. 

10. The howels have been freely evacuat- 
ed; the first stool was mixed with biood, 
the rest quite natural, From this time the 
man went on well; he got up on the fifth 
day after the operation ; the bowels were 
kept open by taking a dose of the aperient 
occasionally, and on the thirteenth day he 
resumed his work with, to use his own ex- 
pression, “ comfort and pleasure.” The 
ease shows the wecessity of attending to 
hemorrhege in the removal of hemorrhoidal 
excrescerces, 

Worksop, May 10, 1829. 


HYDROCEPHALUS CURED BY PUNCTURE. — 


Communicated by Greaiwoon, 
Esq., M.R.C.S, 

Henry Cown, son of a cabinet-maker, 
was observed, soon after birth, to have an 
unusually large head; the circumstance ex- 
cited little notice, until it began to in- 
crease, and had acquired a great magni- 
tude. Symptoms of pressure on the brain 
then appeared, the cliild becoming drowsy, 
and losing the use of its limbs. At the age 
of fifteen months, he fell and struck his head 
against the floor; on teking him up, a short 
thick nail was observed sticking in the cap, 
which was wet and bloody. A surgeon wos 
sent for, who, on his arrival, extracted the 
nail, (which he said had pierced the dura 
mater at the upper third of the lambdoidal 


from the spine ; his bowels were open, and 
his motions proper. At first there was nei- 
ther swelling nor discoloration of the skin. 
On the 15th the part began to enlarge, I 
applied a ploster, with empl. galb. comp. 
On the 22@d, the pain being more severe, 
the swelling increased, and considerably in- 
flamed around the edge of the plaster, 
which I then removed ; and, upon exami- 
nation, found an evident fluctuation. Poul- 
tices were applied to the tumour. On the 
evening of the 25th, a small dark point pro- 
jected from the prominent part of the tu- 
mour ; to which, applying a pair of forceps, 
I drew forth a piece of wild rye, which the 
child had swallowed near four weeks before, 
and which bad not undergone the least 
alteration ; after its removal there followed, 
in a full stream, about a pint of pus; the boy 
slept wellthat night; the next day he came 
down stairs, and, in the course of a few 
days more, was completely recovered, and 
has remained perfectiy well ever since, 
Croydon, May, 1829. 


ANATOMY BILL. 


To the Editor of Tut Laxcer. 


Sir,—Having perused the Bill which is 
now in ay. ony through the Honourable 
House, for the better regulation of Schools 
of Anatomy, the abolition of the resur- 
rectionist, and the more plentiful supply of 


suture on the left side,) and da 


probe, on the removal of which, a jet of 


subjects for the purposes of dissection, I am 


water issued from the puncture. A poultice induced, from the tendency of some of its 
was applied, and fluid continued to ooze | requisitions, to make a few remarks upou 


from the opening for four days, amounting | . 
in quantity, as the parents suppose, to fuli|‘* part and parcel of the law” of these 


its provisions before it e 


three pints. At the end of that time the | realms. 


wound healed, without the occurrence of 
any bad pages the child regained the 
use of its limbs and rapidly recovered. He 
is uow four yeers and a half old, and as 
strong and healihy as any boy of his age in 
the village. 
Budleigh Saltertoa, Devon, 
April 29th, 1829. 


SINGULAR PASSAGE OF A FOREIGN BODY. 
By Gronce Esq., M.R.CS. 


Jamurs Tonp, aged seven years, swallow- 
ed a piece of wild rye, Aug. 30, 1812. On 
the 6th of September, he complained of 
severe pain about two inches from the 
navel, oa the right side, which was attend - 
ed with a considerable degree of fever. 
The pain continued violent till the 13th, 
whea it moved to his back, about three 
inches below the scapula, an inch and a helf 


The Bill provides that the “ first disin- 
terment of bedies shall bring upon the 
offender an imprisonment of six months, 
andfor the second offence, two _ 
Whether this will be sufficient to meet the 
exigences of the case, is very questionable ; 
for my own part I think not, as the men 
who are engaged in this traffic are of reck- 
less cheracter, and beed not imprisonment, 
however long it may be; and, as to the fine 
of 50/., which this Bill imposes for remov- 
ing a body without license, it cannot be 
imagined that they will regard it, fer where 
there is aothing to lose, nothing can be lost. 
“Seven Commissioners are to be annually 
appointed, the majority of whom is nol to 
consist of professional men.” This, from 
the acquaintance we have with medical 
legislation, and from the character of the 
by-laws enacted from time to time by medi- 
cal and surgical bodies o te, we shall 


have no cause to regret; | think it would 
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MR. THOMAS ON THE ANATOMY BILL. 


be an i were medical men en- 
i excluded from the commission ; for, 
although they do not constitute the majo- 
rity, they may obtain an undue ¢ 

over their non-professional brethren, who 


_been the expedients 


subduing popular prejudice, before an 
thing effectual can be enforced to 

anatomical facilities ; and very various have 
posed, to accom- 


plish this certainly desirable object. By 


may, from a belief of their better know- | some it has been thought that dissection as 
e on some points, be inclined to defer a punishment for crime should be abolished, 
to their opinions, to the prejudice of ob-| by others that the practice of professional 


noxious applicants for 
schools of anatomy. ‘‘ The Commissiouers 
are empowered to license schools of ana- 
tomy, and to make rules for their regulation.” 
The College of Surgeons, it will be recol- 
lected, a few days ago, caused a petition to 
be presented against the licensing system, 
which the Home Secretary supported. The 
expediency of this system is, at best, 
questionable ; at any rate, if it really be 
considered indispensable to the measure, I 
think the power of granting licenses had 
much better be vested in the commission 
than in the College. Though I do not 


wish to attribute sinister motives to any 
who deserve them not, yet such is the ten- 
dency of individuals or bodies of men, that 
if called upon to legislate upon affairs 
touching their private interests, the public 


is generally sacrificed; I suspect, 
petitioning against the licensing system, are 
not perfectly pure. Few persons, if any, 
act without motives; may we not, there- 
fore, inquire what are the motives of the 
Is it not that by thus vesting the 
power of granting licences in the com- 
mission, it is deprived of the er of re- 
fusing certificates of anatomical lectures by 
whomsoever they are delivered, so that they 
are but “lice according to the provisions 
of the Act? Is it not that any by-law 
enacted by the Council, di we de 
sons from teaching anatomy, is nulli 
this Bill, should it pass into alaw? And, 
with men in the com- 
mission, have we not to fear that College in- 
fluence will cause such to be elected into 
the minority, who will exert their power to 
withhold licenses from those applicants who 
may he offensive to the Council? May we 
not inquire, are not these then the mo- 
tives? 

Eight weeks’ notice, previous to a quar- 
terly meeting, is to be given before a license 
can be obtained ; and the license, when ob- 
tained, is to continue in force only thirteen 
calendar months, and 5i. is to be paid on re- 
ceiving it. Visiters, or in of schools, 
may be appointed by the Home Secretary ; 
a non-compliance with the injunctions of 
the Commissioners, is attended with a fine 
of 50/.; and bodies bequeathed for dis- 
section may legally be delivered up for the 
purpose, by the inistrators or executors 
of the deeeased. 

Mach has been said as to the necessity of 


i s to keep| 


men bequeathing their mortalities would, 
by its example, have a tendency to over- 
come it; but the framers of this Bill, it ap- 
pears to me, have thought otherwise, as 
they require that bodies be decently buried 
after dissection, under a penalty of 504, for 
its omission. This, 1 presume, is a clause 
to propitiate vulgar prejudices, and one 
certainly which cannot but exceedingly in- 
convenience the anatomical lecturer, I see 
no reason why his convenience should be 
sacrificed to superstitious feeling; if this 
feeling must be satisfied, and this is deter- 
mined to be the only mode of doing so, it 
ought, | think, to be enacted, “ That per- 
sous should be appointed by the Com- 
missioners, whose office should be, on the 
application of the heads of schools, to con- 
vey from their several dissecting rooms the 
remains of such as have been dissected, to 
some public ground duly consecrated, ge 
meet prejudice,) where they should be de- 
posited, according to the forms and cere 
monies ordinarily adopted on similar occa- 
sions.” These persons should be in the 
pay of the Commission, which would relieve 
the lecturers of much expense, and 
would, by the arrangement, be spared 
unnecessary trouble. 

The Bill further ides, as a means of 


supply, ‘“‘ That all persons dying in pri 
hospitals or workhouses, if 
72 hours, are to be given up tolicensed teach- 
ers.” Now two questions arise out of this 
provision ; first, will the supply be adequate 
to the demand; and, secondly, will such 
supply be equally and fairly distributed 
among the licensed teachers, whether i 
or prwate’t In answer to the first, | think 
it questionable, because the proportion 
which those bear who die in these places, is 
small, compared with those who, during their 
life-time escape the prison, never enter an 
hospital, and the workhouse; I 
think, therefore, it would be an amend- 
ment were it enacted, ‘‘ That all persons 
dying not claimed within 72 hours, shall be 
given up to the officer of the district, and 
by him forwarded immediately to the me- 
tropolitan establishment ; from thence to be 
distributed to the various applicants for 
subjects in the order of their application.” 
It has been objected, that the unoffending 
poor are made the scapegoats for the rich ; 
this objection, I conceive, would, were my 
amendment adopted, be removed, for the 
phrase “ all persons dying,” includes all 
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individuals of whatever rank in society. In 
order, too, that such persons may be given 
up to the authorities, it should be provided, 
“ That whenever an individual dies un- 
claimed, notice should be given immediately 
to the officer of the district, under a penalty 
of 201. for omitting to do the same.” In 
reply to the second question I should say, 
that unless all bodies are conveyed to some 
cme receptacle, and from thence distri- 

ted, the distribution would not be equally 
made. For instance, all persons dying un- 
claimed in our large hospitals, would be 
conveyed to the dissecting-rooms attached 
to them; the consequence of which would 
be, that there would be a glut in one place, 
and a famine in another; a condition, I 
presume, never contemplated by those inte- 
rested in the measure. 

The penalties to which teachers of ana- 
tomy are liable are, for keeping an unli- 
censed school, 1001. ; for negiecting to regis- 
ter certificates, 50/.; and for omitting to 
bury the remains of subjects, 50/. Pupils 
are liable to a fine of 5Ul., for dissecting at 
unliceased places. Persons feeling aggrieved, 
must appeal to the quarter sessions within 
four months. ‘The act commences on the 
Ast of July, and does not extend to Ireland. 

Such are the provisions of this Bill, which 
will shortly pass into a law, and which are 
most interesting to the anatomist, and con- 
sequently to the whole body of the profes. 
sion, The student has long groaned under 
the weight of disabilities imposed on him by 
one cause and another, and has had to en- 
counter grievous obstac'es which have in- 
cessantly opposed him; it is refreshing, 
therefore, to his wearied and anxious mind, 
to see but the prospect of relief, however 
imperfect, and come from whence it may. 
Though this bill is exceptionable in some of 
its provisions, still it is better than the ex- 
isting state of things. What is worth doin 
at all, however, is worth doing well, and 
see no reason why this Bill should not be as 
perfect in its construction at first, as ten 
= after its enactment ; or that we should 

il it as a boon, without examining its de- 


merits. It wiil, however, it is to be hoped, 
be as “the morning star”’ of that reforma- 
tion, which, though tardy, shall open to the 
enterprising and the meritorious, irrespec- 
tive of patronage or court favour, the ho- 
nourable offices in our highly honourable 
profession, 


Ihave the honour to be, Sir, &c. 
Tuomas, 


Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


1, Dean Street, 
Borough, May 14, 1829, 


MEDICAL BENEFIT SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 
~ Your well-known humanity and zeal for 
the welfare of our profession, induce me 
respectfully to request the insertion of this 
note in an early number of your truly valu- 
able journal. 


When we consider the numerous cases of 


affliction and that occur 
among medical menin this large metropolis, I 
fee] surprised that no institution of the nature 
of a Medical Society, has been esta- 
blished for the purpose of affording relief to 
its members, (and these, i prophesy, would 
not be wanting for its formation,) under re- 
gulations similar to those with which Lon- 
don and its environs so plentifully abound. 
I am sure it would be patronised by the 
heads of the profession and all its friends. I 
trust the necessity of an institution of this 
nature will appear to the minds of your nu- 
merous readers; as poverty and di 

are casualties to which the most eminent 
and wealthy may fall victims. Permit me 
to request that you will exercise the influ- 
ence you possess over a liberal profession, 
by means of one of the most powerful en- 
gines of public opinion, viz. ‘* an indepen- 
dent -” [ am sure, in my own mind, 
that I shall have no opposers to my pro- 


H. W.D. 
Lamb’s Conduit Street, April 18, 1829, 


ABUSES AT ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—Aware of your willingness to re- 
move, if possible, every barrier that may be 
raised agaist the obtaining of professional 
knowledge, I beg to direct your attention to 
one at St. Thomas's Hospital, which must 
be considered by all, as taking from pupils 
that advantage for which they pay so exor- 
bitantly. I refer to the exclusion of all the 
students, pt the d » from the ex- 
amination of the “ female venereal pati- 
ents,” by the surgeons; it would appear 
from this, that it is perfectly unnecessary to 
be acquainted with the effects of syphilis on 
the female sex, The ‘‘ Grand Committee” 
as they are styled, (though, in what their 
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a) to solve,) should exercise their authority to Ride 
afford pupils all the assistance they can, not 
i to deprive them of that which is their right, Proce 
ae ought to be free to their inspection ; hoping the 
i : that this may be the meaus of redressing the : 
I subscribe myself, 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, May 23, 1829. 


Tue Anatomy Bill passed the House of 
Commons on the night of Tuesday, or, 
rather, on the morning of Wednesday, as the 
third reading took place about half past one 
o'clock. It should be called the Midnight 
Bill, or the Murderers’ Bill, or the Fools’ 
Bill; for a blacker measure, a more cruel 
measure, or a more stupid measure, never 
received the sanction of the “‘ Collective 
Wisdom.” The Bill was ineffective enough, 
and foolish enough, as published ia our last 
Number, but now it seems there is a 
“ River” attached to it, of the nature 
which we can only form a loose guess, from 
the following paragraph which appeared in 
The Morning Chronicle of Wednesday 
Here it is. 


Ayaromy Recutarion Bitt.—On the 
motion of Mr. Warburton, this Bill was 
read a third time, after a Rider had been 


added, requiring those who have not already 
kept schools of anatomy, to obtain a dicense 
from the Colleges.” 

We have carefully examined the reports 
of the parliamentary proceedings in the 
whole of the morning and evening papers, 
but we have failed to discover any notice of 
this same Riper, except in the paper in 
question. How it happened that it escaped 
the hearing of all the reporters, with the ex- 
ception of the reporter to The Morning 
Chronicle, it would not become us to at- 
tempt an explanation, But such appears 
to have been the fact. 

We have kept this part of our Journal 
open until the latest moment, in order to 
present our readers with a portrait of this 
Rider, but have failed in our endeavours to 
procure it. Indeed, at the moment of our 
writing this article, it is not in the hands of 
the members of either House. Although 
we cannot obtain a sight of the Riper, the 
words *‘ Schools of Anatomy—Licenses— 
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and Colleges” —enable us to form, we fear, 
but too correct a notion of its true character. 
After what we have witnessed of the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons, there is 
no act that it could pass which would sur- 
prise us ; therefore, if, on the third reading 
of a bill which professed to place the power 
of licensing schools of anatomy in the hands 
of non-medical Commissioners, it have at- 
tached to that Bill, and at midnight too, a 
Riper, which places that power at the con- 
trol of a mercenary, narrow-minded, mo- 
nopolizing, and malignant gang of lec- 
turers<-in other words, the Ceuncil. and 
Court of Examiners of our detestable Col- 
lege of Surgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Fields— 
this would not even suprise us. But it 
would surprise us, if the members of the 
College, the great body of the profession, 
were to submit tamely, and without re- 
sistauce, to this act of shameless in- 
justice and oppression. Is this the mode 
in which Parliament intends to remove the 
grievances of which the surg plained 
in their petition, presented to the Com- 
mons in March, 1827—a petition still on 
the table of the House, upon which no 
motion has been founded even to this 
hour? What would be said by the public, 
if an Act were passed to empower Messrs. 
Barclay, Meux, Whitbread, and Co., to 
grant licenses to all persons who might wish 
to become brewers, and to impose heavy 
penalties upon all persons who should brew 
and sell beer without such licences? Would 
not such a measure be received with an 
universal cry of shame? Yet if our con- 
struction of the paragraph in the Chronicle 
be correct, we have in this Rider a precisely 
similar enactment. For what is it? Nothing 
more nor less than a power given to one set 
of lecturers to grant licenses to another set 
of lecturers, and to those who may wish to 
become lecturers; and this, too, by legisla- 
tors who profess to encourage free trade. 
Under the influence of such a system, 
we should, indeed, be blessed with a goodly 


R 


aet of teachers. The triumph of neveys 
and noodles is at hand. That so monstrous 
@ proposition as this should have found a 
birth-place in the College, we can readily 
believe; but we are at a loss to imagine 
who could have had the folly and the teme- 
rity to bring it before the consideration 
of the House. He appears, however, to have 
been well acquainted with the feelings, opi- 
nions, and understandings of bis bearers. 
This Bill, on the third reading, as on the 
other occasions, was brought forward after 
midaight, and, from the number who 
voted, we believe there were scarcely 
forty members in the House. We entreat 
the Msmuens of the Cotuscs of Suncsons 
to bestir themselves, and to oppose the Bill 
in its future progress by every means in their 
power. A Pvuntic and a peti- 
tion to the House of Lords, may, perbaps, 
be desirable, and there will probably be 
time enough to take these steps after the 
appointment for the second reading; and 
after we have had an opportunity of giving 
the whole of the features of this “‘ Riper” 


a deliberate and dispassionate examina: | ‘ 


tion. Without any opposition, however, 


on the part of the members of the Col-| pired 


lege, we yet believe that this Bill will be 
scouted from the House of Lords. It is a 
Bill which is only calculated to confer ad- 
vantages on monopolists, to perpetuate the 


horrible traffic in human flesh, and to permit | by 


parochial and other officers to inflict upon 
the bodies of the innocent, destitute, and 
unoffending poor, the same marks of punish- 
ment and degradation as the law still im- 
poses upon the worst of criminals. 


On the afternoon of the day on which the 
Bill passed the Commons, it was taken, 
with its precious Rider, to the House of 
Lords, and we subjoin, with some satisfac- 
tion, the remarks of the Noble Lord by whom 
it was introduced :— 

The Earl-of said, 


very 
important Bill had been brought u ‘this day, 
which had not yet been and, 


CORONER'S INQUEST. 


moving that it be printed, he disclaimed 
being a cugpester of it. He had very great 
doubts of the propriety of legislating on sub- 
jects of this nature. “Ihe Bill to which he 
had alluded bad a very long title, but he 
believed it was shortly a Bill for faery | 
schools for anatomy. a 

very great importance, was extr y 
mpaiay out of doors. For his own part, 
in considering it, he felt a sort of conflict 
between the head and the heart on thesub- 
ject. He hoped due notice would be given 
by any noble lord who meant to move the 
second reading of the Bill. The noble lord 
then moved, ‘‘ that the Bill be printed.” 
Agreed to. On the motion of. the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, the Bill was read the first 


ume. 


INQUEST. 


ALLEGED MANSLAUGHTER. 


Ow W lest, an Inquest was held 
at the Prince of Wales, Banner Street, St. 
Luke’s, before Mr. Unwin, Coroner, on the 
body of Mr. William Archer, silk manufac- 
turer. > 
It appeared from the evidence of the wit- 
nesses, that the deceased on Sunday week 


The Jury, after a few minutes delibera- 
tion, returned a verdict of manslaughter 
against Martina Van Butchell, who has been 
committed to Newgate on the Coroner's 
Warrant. 

It is but fair to state, that although Mr. 
Van Butchell is not what is a 
“* regularly educated surgeon,” that he en- 
and believe deservedly, great repu- 
tation for his treatment of diseases of ‘the 
rectum. Had the ‘Coroner bees a medical 
man, we think the verdict would have been 
different. We shall not, at present, 
more on the subject, but will ——. ask, 
the patient had expired in Guy’s Hospital, 
‘and the operation had been performed by 
a nevey or noodle, would there have been 
any inquest on the body.? and if there bad, 
what would have been the evidence of the 


operator's colleagues, and what the verdict! 


i 
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equence of a stricture inthe rectum. Some 
bye» passed up the gut, and the 
ceased, after suffering severe pain, ex- 
| Saturday Jase. In the interval he 
| was attended by Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Smith, 
| surgeons, who stated, that 
} of the body, found the peritoneum 
the rectum ‘our inches from the anus, 
, | which they both thought had been produced 
the instrument. 
| 
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DERIVATION OF HERNIA. 


To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 


anise have too high an opinion of the 
liberality of sentiment which has always 
been so characteristic of your Journal, to 
suppose for a moment that you will dis- 
allow me the right and privilege of vindi- 
cating the term hernia which 1 gave, and 
which appeared in your Number of last 
week, As it is of im that all terms 
of — use should be rightly explained 
and understood, you will, by permitting in- 
sertion to the ‘following remarks in your 
next, further oblige 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. B. Merson. 
_ Birmingham, April 10, 1829. 
The first argument used is the following : 
“ ramex is the Latin synony for hernia ; 
and as ramex is derived from ramus, so 
hernia is, by the same analogy, derivable 
from épvos.” is argument can have no 
foree, when it is known that pijypa is the 
Greek term used to heroia. Thus 
Galen, in his Lib. de Constit. Artis Medica, 


nal « ark 
pbpov which term piyua 
is admitted by all tex to be de- 
rived from ad ste it is therefore more 
er, ana say, that 
derived so hernia 

have for its 4 
objection is, that Fpvos is aspi- 
This is an assertion altogether in- 
ration of this statement, it will be sufficient 


have had an opportanity a 
very extensive clessical library. 


last point more particular stress is 
fi of the 
rom the great ued 


We have already intimated, that we con- 
sider it a waste of time to pursue such in- 
quiries as that to which our correspondent 
attaches so much importance. As Mr. 
Melson, however, attacks the reasoning by 
which we endeavoured to convince him of 
the fallacy of his conjectare, we will add 
one of two words in support of the observa- 
tions we thade in a former Number, though 
we have no of our 


© Raptionsm Seri divales aut supta mus- 
euli carnosa parte. 
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pondent from the partiality with which he 
evidently regards his supposed etymological 


Supposing the word hernia to be derived 
from a Greek original, we argued that that 
original was, in all probability, épros, the 
branch of a tree, to which the descending 
portion of intestine was supposed to bear a 
resemblance, inasmuch as ramezx, a Latin 
word synonimous with hernia, is unquestion- 
ably derived from ramus, the branch of a 
tree. ‘This reasoning would equally apply, 
whether we suppose hernia to be an older 
word than ramiex, and the latter to have 
heen formed by analogy from the former; 
or, on the other hand ramer, to be a word 
of mote ancient date than hernia, and the 
latter to have been formed from the analo-. 
gous Greek theme. That ramez is used in 
the same sense as hernia, may be seen by a 
comparison of two passages—rather paw- 
paw ones—in Juvenal. 

* Nil ibi per ludum simulabitur, omnia fient 
Ad quibus incendi jam frigidus 
Laomedontides, et Nestoras hernia 

sit.” — Sat. vi. 324. 

*« Non eadem vini, atque cibi torpente pa- 


'— Sat, x. v. 203. 


But what says Mr. Melson to this argu- 
ment from avalogy? He pronounces that it 
can have no force, when it is known that 
biryua is the Greek work for rupture, which 
word is admitted by all lexicographers— 
this} who could ever doubt or dispute it 1—to be 
derived from fiyvvw. It is therefore, pro- 
ceeds Mr. Melson, more proper, analogi- 
cally speaking, to say that as /iyua is de- 
rived from fiyrvw, so hernia will have for 
its theme the same verb. 

Mr. Melson is evidently unconscious that 
what he here puts forward as an argument 
from analogy, and as a better argument of 
that description than the one we ventured 
to suggest, is, in fact, nothing but a petitio 
principii, a begging of the proposition with 
which he set out—an assumption of the 
thing to be proved, or rendered plausible. 
The thing Mr. Melson wishes to prove is, 
that Aernia is derived from jiyvuy. What 
is his argument? Because fiyua is de 


discovery. 
/ 
| Gaudia; nam coitus jam longa oblivio ; 
| vel si 
to say, that it is unaspirated in the lexic 
of Seapula, Hen. Stephanus, Suidas, H 
chius, Hederic, and every other whic : 
= 
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rived from firyvww—which nobody disputes, |the name of the disease. We are ashamed 


for the letters composing the chief part of 
each word are identical—therefore Aernia 
is derived from pivyvvw, which is the thing 
disputed, for it is only by an awkward trans- 
position, by a species of etymological leger- 
demain, that one word can be brought to 
bear the remotest resemblance to the other. | 
The argument for deriving j#yua and hernia | 
from the same original, those words having 
at least one or two letters in common, may 
be thus illustrated. Jackson is clearly, on 
the score of family likeness, a relation of | 
Jack ; but’ Simpson and Jackson both wear | 
green spectacles, therefore Simpson is a re- | 
lation of Jack. 

With respect to the breathing of épvos, 
we have only a Hederic’s Lexicon before 
us, (edit. 1739,) and we there find the 
initial vowel aspirated, wherever the word | 
and its derivatives occur, But supposing it | 
to be unaspirated, that circumstance would | 
not much help our Correspoadent’s argu- 
ment, for the ancients wrote honus, honustus, 
&c., for onus, onustus, &c., and many Latin 
words are written indifferently, with or 
without the initial h, as Aedera, edera, hal- 
lucinor, allucinor, &c. 

But, finally, hernia may not be derived 
fiom a Greek theme at all, and we observed, 
in noticing Mr. Melson’s former communica- 
tion, that Celsus expressly tells us, that the 
word is of Sabine original. For this reason 
we used the word derivable, and not de- 
rived, in considering the reasons in favour 
of deriving hernia from épvos. Celsus, itis 
to be remembered, lived nearly in the Au- 
gustan age of Roman literature, and was 
more likely to know the true derivation of 
the word in question, than any modern lexi- 
cographers. Now, if his derivation be cor- 
rect, there is an end at once to the contro- 
versy. Thisis a part of the argument on 
which our Correspondent seems to have been 
too much pre-occupied with the merits of 
his discovery, to bestow any portion of his 
attention, Servius, in his commentary on 
the followieg passage in Virgil, 

** Quique altum Preneste viri, quique 

arva Gabinw 

Junonis, gelidumque Anicnem, et ros- 

cida rivis 

Hernica saxa colunt 
notices the sense of the word herna in the 


of the extent of observation into which the 
discussion of this very trivial point has car- 
ried us; butour Correspondent seems deter- 
mined to break a lance with us, and we 
never decline a challenge. We cannot af- 
ford, however, to concede any more space 
to this or any similar subject. 


A Practical Treatise on the peculiar 
Tonic and Stomachic Properties of the 
Round-leaf Cornel, (Cornus Circinata,) 

icularly in Cases of Indigestion of 
Weakly and Elderly People; and for local 
and general Debility, the consequences of 
excessive Indulgence in Spirituous or Finous 
Liquors, Savoury Dishes, or a long Resi- 
dence ina Tropical Climate ; and for the 
Breaking-up the System, termed the Climac- 
terie Malady: with Directions as to the 
Choice of Articles of Diet, &c. To which is 
added, an Account of the Antispasmodic 
Properties of the Lobelia Inflata, with Di- 
rections for its Exhibition in 
Asthma, Hooping Cough, St. Vitus's Dance, 
&e. By J. H. Rosiwsos, M.D. London, 
Highley, 1829; pp. 110. 

Commenp us to a short title. The re- 
viewer has then some opportunity of say- 
ing a few words, at least as to the contents 
of a book, if there be nothing either de- 
manding criticism or calling for extraction ; 
but this is as lengthy as the titles of Mr. 
Frost or Dr. Granville, and, with the addi- 
tion of a few figures, would form a complete 
index tothe book. It forestalls our remarks, 
and allows us little more than to say, that 
the intentions of the author are praise- 
worthy, and that the corous circinata is a 
medicine deserving the attention of the pro- 
fession, if half what is said of it be true. 

It is the misfortune of new or newly- 
revived remedies, that they are too highly 
extolled at first, and that greater expecta- 
tions are excited, as to their powers, than 
experience ultimately justifies. The result 
is injurious to the character of what is, per- 
haps, reallya valuable mode of treatment. 
Whenever great expectations are excited, a 
proportionate impatience of effect is excited 
also, and the consequence often is, that if that 
effect be nut as speedy as it is promised, 


Sabine dialect, from which Celaus deduces 


the physician is disappointed, and the 
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remedy abandoned. The recommendations | alimentary canal, and restored me to perfect 
which accompany this treatise are, perhaps, | health.” —p.7. 

not wholly free from this general remark. So Part of the annexed psragraph is amusing 
extraordinary does the aethor regard the enough, and, at the same time, affords a 
effects of the cornel, that, according to Dr. specimen of the loose and general kind of 
Robinson, there must be a grand error in the | recommendation which often accompanies 
locality of the plant; and, instead of being | yew remedies. 

broken | 1, cosce of debility, or relaxation of 
rocks, in north-western aspects, on the | tie yrerus or vagina, attended with a sensa- 
Whenstone mountains of North America, | tion of falling down of the uterus, or with 
and in such other barbarous situations, | actual prolapsus, or fluor albus, the tincture 


it ought to have perfumed the air of every jones with the .=)r extract - a most ~ 
sah |luable remedy; and itis particularly worthy 
climate in which * savoury dishes, wines, of notice, that from what is termed its de- 


spirits, and choice articles of diet,” are liable obstruent effects on the womb, i.e. its 
to tempt ircesolute man to “ excessive in- cleansing quality on the walls of the organ, 
dulgence.” Dr. Robinson has brought him- its effects are not only durable, but ¢ 
self to look upon it as the tonic, the na- | prepare for inpregnetion, 
tural tonic of the human stomech.” It will y improving at the same time the gene 
rejoice us to know, after the trials have been. 
given, which we have no doubt it will! 
receive, that such a medicine, as a natural This hint for the ladies. ‘The following, 
medicine, has been found ; that there really |* few pages further on, is not a bad one for 


is a specific for indigestion. We are afraid, 
however, after all, (to the sorrow of ali 
gourmands be it spoken,) that the natural 
tonic of the stomach is—rational abstinence. 

Searching the pamphiet for something in 
the shape ofa case, we find the following— 
the author's own, which, however, is the 
only one. 

after my arrival in America 
from the West Indies, I was seized with a 
violent and distressing disorder of the di- 
gestive organs, which, from the appearances 
of the evacuations, the state of my liver, 
and various other circumstances, 1 was in- 
duced to believe, originated in some de- 
rangement in the biliary apparatus. When 
the disorder of the stomach, &c. first made 
its appearance, I neglected all medical 
treatment ; but after some time had elapsed, 
I was obliged to resort to an extensive use 
of cathartics, alteratives, and tonics; but 
they produced temporary alleviation only. In 
fact, the powers of the far- famed colombo and 
bark were never found more inefficient. My 
miod now became a prey to despondency, 
and my spirits began to lose their natural 
elasticity, From the sudden attacks of the 
disease, | could never enjoy any necessary 
recreation, or fiud any satisfaction in the 
— of friends. In this dreadful situa- 
tion, I consulted Professor Ives, aud was 
advised by him to try the alkaline extract of 
the -leaf cornel, I did so, aud | am 
happy to state, that the most satisfuctory 
results. attended its employment; for it 
corrected the disordered condition 

the biliary apparatus, aud of the whole 


_the gentlemen :— 

| ‘Three drachms of the simple extract 
| dissolved in a bottle of sound wine, forms a 
| very excellent tonic medicine, of which a 


| small wine-glassful may be taken twice @ 
| day, i.e. about two hours before dinner, and 
four hours after dinner, in cases of locel or 


general debility.”’—p. 20. 

The account of the lobelia inflata comes 
|in as a make-weight; it consists of a sum- 
| mary of virtues of the plant, extracted from 
| American and Scotch works; of the anti- 


asthmatic qualities of which, some of the 
| physicians of the former country think 
highly. 


An Account of the Morbid Appearances ex- 
hibited on Dissection, in Disorders of the 
Trachea, Lungs, and Heart, with Patho- 
logical Observations; tu which a Com- 
parison of the Symptoms with the Morbid 
Changes has given rise. By Tuomas 
Mitts,M.D. 8vo. Cumming, Dublin, 
1829. p. 303. 


Tue volume whose title stands at the 
head of this paper, is another of those com- 
pilations which periodically issue from the 
fertile portfolio of Dr. Mills, and which it 
is difficult to characterise without seeming 
to inculpate industry, and discourage at- 
tempts to extend the boundaries of patha- 
logical anatomy. But with all the appearance 
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of laudable objects for their bases,' and all 
the semblance of competent design in their 
execution, these works are calculated neither 
to improve the practice, nor to enlarge the 
limits of medical science. They in general 
exhibit the approved treatment of the day in 
abundance of prescriptions, display the facts 
of antecedent investigators in copious dis- 
sections, and recapitulate, with sufficient 
precision, the theories deducible from them, 
in a series of clinical commentaries. But 
unfortunately for the utility of these publi- 
cations, and for the reputation of their 
author, they just arrive at the “‘ twelfth 
hour,” —when the humblest individual in the 
profession, and the most remote from sources 
of novel information, are in possession of 
their contents, They are, in fact, but the 
dying and diffused echoes of discovery, col- 
lected by the speaking-trumpet of their 
author, and blown back on the public with 
scarcely a variation of the original compo- 
Sition ; without profit to the hearer, and with- 
out any merit tothe performer. Besides the 
defect of servile imitations, there are still 
more objectionable peculiarities observable 
in these productions. Whoever reads them 
attentively, must be immediately struck with 
the scrupulous exclusion of all reference to 
those sources from which Dr. Mills has un- 
doubtedly drawn his information ; and, with 
the singular fact of his dissections being 
entirely conducted by different hands. We 
do not expect that every loan in literature 
and science should be acknowledged; for 
the liquidation of such debts, those of Dr. 
Mills, at least, would be an endless labour; 
but when the views of his predecessors, on 
which their fame depends, are adopted or re- 
jected, we conceive it to be but an act of 
common honesty to concede the priority of 
their claims, and to give reasons for differ- 
ing from their opinions. Neither would we 
impose the laborious duty of performing with 
his owa bands, every part of his morbid dis- 
sections on any pathological anatomist ; but 
we should require that the minute examina- 
tion of diseased structure should be the 
work of his own senses, and that in all cases, 
the report should be couched in his own 
phraseology, for we hold that none but ex- 
perienced hands are competent to such diffi- 
cult investigations, and that the description 
of morbid parts, upon which it is attempted 
to found a chain of reasoning, explanatory of 


the cause or the cure of the disease, to be at 
all available for this purpose, must be con- 
ducted in the language and nomenclature of 
one and the same individual, Of these ob- 
servations, which are made in the spirit of 
impartiality, the present work is as perfect 
an illustration as any one of its numerous 
family. Descending from the head, the 
subject of his last production, and which bas 
been completely swallowed up in the works 
of Abercrombie and Monro, Dr. Mills are 
rives at his examination of the diseases of the 
trachea and the lungs; subjects in which he 
has still more able competitors, than in any 
which he bas yet discossed. Yet, notwith- 
standing the identification of Baillie, Young? 
Andral, Laennec, Broussais, and other 
writers, foreign and British, with these 
topics, not one word of their names or their 
labours do we find in this book, with the 
contents of which we shall now endeavour 
to make our réaders acquainted. 

In the introduction, which comprises but 
few sentences, and still fewer ideas, we find 
nothing which can be transferred to our 
pages with profit to the public or credit to 
the author ; it exhibits, however, the candour 
of @ confession, in which he admits the jus- 
tice of one of the charges which we have 
made against the mode of conducting his 
dissections, thus : 

«I need not remind the reader, that in 
conducting this investigation, the appear- 
ances on dissection have been made the 
grouod-work of the opinions I have adopted, 
and of the practice I recommend ; these 
pearances are set down in the words of the 
different surgeons who directed the exa- 
minations.” 

From the pathological synopsis which 
precedes his cases of croup, the first section 
of the volume, we are able to glean the fol- 
lowing important intelligence, namely, that 
he has met with cases in which the croupy 
sound was absent in the commencement of the 
complaint ; that he considers it dangerous to 
wait for the appearance of this symptom; 
that, according to his experience, there is 
no such disease as spasmodic croup, unac- 
companied by inflammation ; that some fa- 
milies are subject to this malady, from which 
they may be rescued by treatment of which 
he leaves us in ignorance ; that the affection 
assumes the acute and chronic forms; the 


post-mortem appearances and treatment of 


‘ 
| 
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which, he sums ap in the following man-|the manual of all physicians in the study of 
nerim= the diseases of the respiratory organs, has 
-« In the -mortem eaaiaiiees at | 8atisfactorily cleared up this fallacious diffi- 
which 1 have present, I have found the culty, by showing from dissection that the 
vore of the larynx or trachea, or both, closed | absence of the croupy sound is observable in 
from adhesion, but much more frequently, | those cases only in which neither the in- 
of the flammation, nor the adventitious membrane 
jn formed iu the trachea during this disease, 
the bronchie. Bloodletting, general ‘and | bas reached those parts of the larynx more 
topical, blistering emetics, cathartics, and the | immediately concerned in the production of 
hot bath, are the proper remedies, and they | the voice. Whenever these organs are un- 
should be employed in quick succession. In affected, and the membrane formed by the 
po plastic inflammation present in this disease 
then to be applied to the entocen’. tenece , is confined to the lower parts of the trachea 
an emeto-cathartic is to he immediately ex- | or brouchia, this peculiar sound is never to 


hibited ; and as soon as possible, the putient| be heard. Had Dr. Mills only attended to’ 


is to be immersed for 15, 30, or 40 mi- 
nutes in a hot bath, during which time the 
Weeding is to be encouraged from the 
orifices made by the leeehes; if these re- 


this explanation, he would scarcely have 


fallen into the blunder of putting forward 
|this phenomenon as an unexpluined fact ; 


medies fail to produce relief, a blister is ty |much less have warned his reader against 


be applied to the external fauces, or, what is 
more efficacious, boiling water, which often 
arrests the progress of the disease when 
employed at its onset; after depletion, 
calomel and opium should 
or small quantity, as may be deemed requi- 
site, or they may be combined with James's 
powder, a combination which in some cases 
proves eminently useful, by equalising the 
circulation, and exciting the action of the 
cutaneous vessels ; still, however, it is to be 
kept in mind, that these are bat auxiliaries 
to the first-mentioned remedies, which, on 
every return of the paroxysm, must be agaia 
resorted to without loss of time.” —p. 28. 
These are amongst numberless passages 
corroborative of the general character which 
we have drawn of Dr. Mills’s book. We 
here meet with the commencement of that 
systematic exclusion of the labours of con- 
temporary writers which marks al! his pub- 
lications, and which reduces his readers to 
the alternative of imputing his silence 
either to ignorance, or to the less wenial 
offenceof studied design. Thus, in pointing 
out the absence of the pathognomonic found 
in some cases of croup, without any attempt 
to explain that circumstance, it is almost im- 
possible to believe that Dr. Mills had been 
ignoraut of Laennec’s lucid account of the 
cause of that fact. Every person is aware 
that this splendid writer, whose work* is now 


* A third edition of Dr. Forbes’s excel- 

lent translation, carefully revised and im- 

ved, has lately been published by Messrs. 
NDERWOOD. 


the danger of waiting for a symptom which, 
according to this view of the case, might 
never have appeared. For Laennec assures 
us, that he has rarely, if ever, met with an 
instance in which croup could be detected 
at the commencement by the symptoms 
alone. With respect to the morbid appear- 
ances, and the practice recommended by Dr, 
Mills, they may be readily despatched: our 
quarrel with him is not for being unable to 
add to the discoveries of his predecessors in 
morbid anatomy or therapeutics; we com- 
plain of his suppressing all notice of their 
exertions, while repeating the substance of 
their investigations, 

We next arrive at the cases of croup, their 
number equalled only by their monotony, one 
of which we shall transcribe, as an ex uno 
specimen of the whole :— 


“* Caseof recovery from chronic croup.— 
Feb. 16. Master C—— etat. 24, during the 
last two months has been subject to repeat- 
ed attacks of croup, having been left sitting 
by a careless servant on adamp floor ; the fits 
often come on by day without any apparent 
cause, aud as often by night; there 1s little 
cough, and no expectoration, and there is 
frequently a wheezing noise in respiration ; 
the fits commonly last from a few seconds 
to two minutes ; during their continuance, 
the prominent and urgent symptom is the 
sense of suffocation ; the child appears as if 
it were suffering from strangulation ; a sud- 
den cry or scream announces its approach ; the 
expression of countenance is that of dread or 
fright; in a moment the voice becomes 
faint, and suddenly dies away; then the 
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mouth is thrown wide open ; the lips become | gent, and ntly caused the death of 
pale and livid; the eye-lids are distorted ; the patient, Tn the case now before us, the 
the eye-balls roll; the pupils are dilated ; spasms were violent, and often 

the muscles of the face, body, and that wen 
mities ere, for a few seconds, convulsed, flammation, ma infer; rom the 

and then apparently paralysed; death seems effects of rn Beart and counter-irritants. 
acout to close the scene, when the air again Cases of croup, so violent, and of such long 
enters the lungs, and resuscitation follows, | duration, seldom terminate so favourably ; 
accompanied by great anxiety, palpitation of | but, let it be remembered, that in all such 
the heart, and by moans, sighs, and cries./ instances relapses are frequent; the prac- 
‘The croupy sound does not accompany every |titioner is, therefore, calied on to recom- 
fit: sometimes it occurs on inspiration, aud|mend the employment of those a aoe en 
sometimes on expiration. ‘The bowels are | which are most likely to obviate their recur- 
usually the feces often of rence, as the of a drain in the 
dark or greenish hue; the urine, at one external fauces, a mild, pure, dry atmos- 
time, is whitish, at another, natural ; per-| phere, a proper regimen, and the use of 
Spirations are frequent and partial, the appe- | medicines calculated to preserve a healthy 
tite is tolerable, aud the complexion pale. A | state of the secretions.” p. 19. 
blister has been applied to the external q 
fauces, und castor oil bas been administer-, The case and commentary which we have 
ed. Hirud. iv. faucibusex.; bal. tep.; mist. | transcribed, will serve to give an idea of the 
emeto-cath. 27. ‘The remedies of yesterday contents of this department of Dr. Mills’s 
have afforded considerable ease ; four fits| book and to show that it contains nothing 
within the last twenty-four hours, but less | 4 
violent than usual; pulse frequent and irre- than phy 
gular; wheezing noise in respiration ; skin |*'¢i@n who practises his profession exten- 
hot. Vesic. faucibus ext. ; mist. emeto-cath. *ively ond systematically, could furnish in a 
28. One fit only since yesterday ; vomiting few years, Some remarks on, and cases of, 
and purging by the en expression of cynanche maligna follow: they are brief, 
countenance more natural; mucous expecto- | importan 
tation produced by the vomiting; skin hot; as the euthor them 
pulse frequent.  Hirud. iii. faucibus them, therefore, to arrive at 

Calomelanos. ; jacobi; sacherj albi next great division of the of 
Agr.vj. met divide in partes sex.; su-|the lungs. Preceding the cases isis, 
matur » iq una tertiis hors; habeat bal-| which occupy so large an extent of the 
neum tepid. March Ist. Three slight fits! volume, there are a few prefatory observa- 


since yesterday ; hissing noise in respira- f hich sect the following 
tion, sometimes accompanied by the croup; "8% ‘rom which we select the following : 


bowels open; fever abated.. Cr. Pulv. et.) “ Ona review of the following cases and 
baln. tepid ; vesic. faucibusex. March 4th, dissections, I find that ossification of the 
‘Two slight fits since my last visit; skin soft, cartilages of the ribs, and chronic inflam- 
and of un equable temperature ; no wheez- mation of the heart and of the lining mem- 
ing noi-e in respiration ; copious discharge brave of the bronchiw end lungs are fre- 
hy the blisters. Mist. emeto-cath.; habeat quently detected in the bodies of those who 
baln. tepid. March 7th. One mild fit since laboured under asthma; and that a collec- 
the last report; respiration free; the dis- tion of a watery fluid in the pericardium is 
charge from the external fauces continues/often found to accompany aa obstruction 
by the application of savine ointment. of the lungs, even where the heert and peri- 
Contr. pulvres et mist. emeto-cath. March | cardium are not diseased. These and other 
ivth. Ne fit. Omittr. med. March 18th. | cases and dissections likewise inform me 
Convalescent. This patient was visited by | that hydrocephalus often supervenes to an 
Mr. Dyas, Castle Street. ‘impeded circulation in the lungs or heart: 
“* Commentary.— A spasm of the la-|this is a valuable fact, inasmu®h as it may 
rynx or trachea, or of both, accompanies serve to direct the attention of the prac- 
most cases of croup, and, in many instances, titioner to the first symptoms of morbid 
the danger is in proportion to its duration | action in the brain.” p. 37. 
and the degree ofits intensity. The spasms | 
are induced by the inflammation of the lining The every-day occurrence of these facts 
membrane of the windpipe, and their mild- leaves no room for doubt ; it would be some- 
ness or violence commonly depends on its what surprising were we not to find some 
degree and extent; to this general rule, ++. -¢5 of inflammation in the bronchia, and 


however, there are exceptions, for in one . ‘ 
post-mortem examination, at which I was |” the lungs, in asthma ; inflammation itself 


present, the marks of inflammation were not |constitutcs that disease ; neither is it un- 
upusually striking, vet the spasms were ur-|common nor extraordinary to find effusions 
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into cavities in cases of obstructed circula- 
tion, for the obstruction very satisfactorily 
explains the accompanying effect : the brain, 
too, may suffer like other parts, from an im- 
perfect balance in the circulating system, 
and we see no reason why it should not; 
but when we are told that the co-existence 
of hydrocephalus, with obstruction of the 
lungs, is an important fact, and should di- 
rect the attention of the physician to the 
morbid symptoms of the head, though we 
grant the premises, we can by no means as- 
sent to the practical prudence of the infer- 
ence, for we cannot understand the utility of 
looking to the head, when the seat of the 
evil lies in the chest. It would appear to 
us much more rational and scientific to at- 
tempt the removal of the cause from the 
lungs, than to apply placebos to its conse- 
quences in the head. We shall now, how- 
ever, proceed to lay before the reader a few 
of the cases of phthisis, that he may judge 
of the manner in which the treatment, dis- 
sections, and the reasoning upon them, are 
conducted by Dr. Mills: 
“ Case and Dissection. — 


studded with numerous tubercles, some of 
which are in a state of incipient suppura- 
tion. In the right cavity is halfa pint of a 
fluid similar to that discovered in the left. 
Abdominal viscera sound. 

“* Commentary.—This isa case cf tuber- 
cular phthisis, which terminated in exten- 
sive irregular ulceration and scirrhus of the 
left lung, resembling cancer. Would not 
this and similar instances of scirrhus of the 
lungs, tend to prove the existence of lym- 
phatic glands in this organ? Prussic acid, 
laurel-water, and digitalis, are usually em- 
ployed in cases like the present, because the 
pulse is frequent and the skin hot ; from the- 
post-mortem appearances, it is clear that 
these medicines cannot be useful, and, as 
| they lower the tone of the vital powers, and 
impede digestion, it is manifest they must 
shorten the life of the patient.” —p. 92. 


The report of the dissection, and the 
conclusion deduced from it in the preceding 
instance, present a very felicitous speci- 
‘men of the manner in which Dr. Mills’s 
surgeons conduct their post-mortem exami- 
‘nations, and of the theoretical speculations 
| which he erects on their descriptions. Mr. 
M‘Namara finds large irregular ulcers, with 


Phthisis with a scirrhous state of the left bardened edges, and a dark-coloured dis- 
Lung resembling Cancer.—Seprember 6th, charge in the lungs, and instantly Dr, Mills 


pe .~ N—, ate 33, complains of cuts the Gordian knot, by converting them 
cough, dyspnea, and copious gross expec- into scirrhous lymphatic glands. These in- 
toration, of fugitive pains throughout the. : ; 

thorax, of fever onl | the di. | erated irregular alcers were, ia sll 
gestion is imperfect, and the feces and | bility, no other than encysted tubercles in 
urine indicate a vitiated state of the secre-| their last stage, when the ulcerous mass 
tions. ‘These symptoms are of several surrounding them is often as hard as carti- 
months’ duration, and are ascribed to in- lave. The project of proving the presence of 
temperance and exposure to cold and wet. /ivmrbatie glands in the lungs, by turnin 
Blisters, aperients, anodynes, and baisamics,| . y 
have been employed ; recommended to try | them into scirrhus, is equally ingenious with 
country air, asses-milk, and exercise on , ‘he transmutation itself, It docs not, how- 
horseback. Oct. 10th. Emaciation, hectic ever, require the presence of scirrhus to 
fever; expectoration gross, dark-coloured, prove the existence of lymphatic glands or 
aad ocensionally tinged with blood ; Pans | (vanglia) in the lungs, any more than the 


ide amd of ympbate ganglia be re- 


blisters to be applied to different parts of the Wuited to prove the existence of scirrhus, 
thorax. Nov. 6th. Diarrhea, debility. Mist.| he mooting of the point by Dr. Mills, 
astring.; wine. Dec. 22. Death. | must raise the question whether, when ad- 

“ Dissection by Mr. M* Namara and As- | jycing this hypothetical proof, he was not 


really ignorant of the fact, that Cloquet, and 
idle, te cheats pint of a watery fluid other systematic descriptive anatomists, have 


tinged with blood in the ieft cavity. In the | determined, that lymphatic ganglia form one 
left lung are numerous tubercles of different | of the component parts of the organisation 
sizes, some ofa cheesy or fatty nature, others | of the lungs. The absence or presence, 
in a state of ulceration ; a considerable por- | however, of lymphatic ganglia in the lungs, 


tion of this lung is converted into large irre- A " 
gular ulcers, the sides and edges of which has nothing whatever to do with the pro- 


are hardened and covered with purulent mat- | blem started by Dr. Mills; for, if there be 
ter of a slate colour. The right lung is avy credit due to his argument by analogy, 
‘ 
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we should be warranted in saying, that it 
does not follow that lymphatic glands exist 


to be as circumstances might re* 
quire. was no irritability about the 
patient; she was in all respects perfectly 


in perts sttecked by scirrhas; first, beceese | uiet and in confident spirits. At four, on 


we see these bodies in other parts of the 
system extensively diseased, without being 
scirrhous, as in most cases of serofula; and, 


in which lymphatics in the glandular form 


e following morning, both practitioners 
againfmet at the bedside, The arm and 
funis were then at the external outlet; the 


secondly, because scirrbus often affects parts bead had descended into the pelvis, and the 


face lay to the right foramen ovale, From 


this time uterine action continued until be- 


do not exist, as, forexample, when it affe ct$ tween seven and eight o'clock on the same 
the skin in various parts of the body, Dr. morning, when delivery was accomplished. 


Mills's reasoning, in fact, on this point, is 
an inversion of one of the fundamental 
principles of logic, which prohibits us to 
argue @ particulari ad generale ; for scir-| 
rhus being notoriously a rare disease of| 
glands, compared with other morbid condi- | 
tions of these bodies; he reasons from the 
exception, instead of the general rule. 
(70 be concluded in our next.) — 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Ar a dinner of the Governors last week, | 
Mr. Branssy Coorer was not present, but, 
his pewter urn was. One of the guests ac- | 
cidentally upset the valuable trophy, when 
exclaimed, Take care of | 

eyes—beware of the ashes.”—** Don’t 
be alarmed,” said our old friend Jor Burns, 
who happened to be present, “ Don’t be 
alarmed, ‘tis only Pottarp.” 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
May 11th, 1829. 


Mr, Carraway, President, in the Chair, 


CASE OF ARM PRESENTATION AND 8SPONTA- 
NEOUS EVOLUTION.——-NODES, AND TREAT- 
MENT. 


Tur minutes of the last meeting were read. 
Mr. Surarty read the particulars of the 
case of M. B., etat. 25, who was taken in 
labour with her third child, on the evening 
of the 1st of February, 1828, to which Mr. | 
Waterworth, surgeon, was first called in. 
Through the membranes, which had been 
ruptured for some time, an arm wes found 
to present, and the womb was in a state of 
contraction. Opium was administered, but 
the contraction of the uterus was not at all 
lessened. Tartar emetic was subsequently 
combined with opium, and fomentations 
were resorted to. A laudanum enema was 
administered, but the patient still continued 
pretty much in the same condition. At 11 
y.m., Mr. Shearly was called in, he advised 
the administration of forty drops of opium, 


In the course of the interval, spontaneous, 
evolution took place ; the breech preseyted, 
after which the shoulders and head were 
expelled without diffeulty; the placenta 
quickly followed, and the patient perfectly 
recovered. ‘ ‘ 

Dr. Witttams observed, the case appear- 
ed to him altogether so ambiguous, that he 
could neither make head nor tail of it. He 
was not at all satistied as to the original 
situation of the child. Did the hand pre- 
sent with the head above it, or was it really 
an arm and sboulder presentation? He 
could learn nothing from the narration. —_, 

Mr. Suzarnty said, that the arm alone 

sented when he saw the case, and no 
other part. He had brought forward the 
case for the purpose of showing that spon- 
taneous evolution bad taken place, as the 
consequence of itting. the patient to 
remain quiet, and giving opium. . 

Mr. Fietp, the Registrar, said, that in 
these cases there was no evolution or revo- 
lution of the child. The child was, for the 
most part, by the strong efforts of the ute, 
rus, expelled in a doubled state, and this 
he (Mr. Field) thought was the general be- 
lief of accoucheurs on this point. 

Mr. Procror thought it would be highly 
injurious to have it sent forth to the public, 
as the practice of the Medical Society of 
London, that where an arm and shoulder 
presented, the case should be left to the 
risk of spontaneous evolution. Practitioners 
were generally agreed, that opiates should 
be given before the ion of turning ; 
but it weuld be found, that patients would 
almost invariably be lost if, where the arm 
and head presented, they were to be left to 
the assistance of nature. He, therefore, 
considered the practice adopted in the case 
Mr. Shearly related, one which it was 
not advisable to follow. 

A Memoupr inguired, whether by the 
arm presenting,’’ it was meant that the arm 
protruded entirely. 

Mr. Sugary said it was, and that the 
hand protruded beyond the os externum. 

Mr. Dryspate observed, that such 
tice appeared to him highly objectionable. 
In a case like the present, the arm present- 
ing, practitioners ought. net to wait for 


spontaneous evolution. A neighbour of his 
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case very similer to this; 
4 hours, and by that delay 
t was lost, He had had two or 
presentations, but invariably pro- 

turn as early as possible. 
. Ryaw believed that Dr. Denman, in 
very extensive practice, had only met 
with three cases of taneous evolution, 
and in but one of those was the child born 
alive. Very few of the most extensive prac- 
titioners had met with any ; it would, there- 
fore, be injudicious, in arm presentations, 
to wait for spontaneous evolutions, I'wo 
cases, however, had happened to himself, 
the infants being small, in which he had not 
waited for the taneous evolution, but 
in which it took , and the children were 

born, the hreech presenting. 

Dr. Warsnwaw observed, that it had been 
his constant rule, wherever he found an 
arm presenting, to endeavour to make out 
the position of the rest of the body, and to 
turn without the least delay. When he 
found the os uteri fully dilated, and the 
membranes protruding, his habit was to rup- 
ture them, for the of ascertainin 


an arm ted, he could turn as easily as 
he could put his hand into his pocket.— 
Whereas, if turning were delayed, the arm 
a for 12 or 24 hours, the greatest 

ifficulty would oppose the turning, and the 
uterus be subject to the utmost danger. 
So sensible was he of the difficulty and dan- 
ger attending delay in turning, that he had 
made up his mind never, if possible, to 
attend such cases again. Of course he would 
not withhold all the assistance he could give, 
even at the eleventh hour, but he thought 
them most undesirable cases to be called to. 

Dr. Writiams even doubted, from the 
paper that had been read, whether this was 
an arm or a leg presentation. The London 
Medical Society had ever been regarded as 
a Society constituted of practical members, 
and he hoped it would not go forth to the 
public, that the Society had ever entertain- 
ed the question, whether the practitioner 
ought or ought not to proced to turn instan- 
ter when av arm and shoulder presented. 

Dr. Ryan thooght it also highly neces- 
sary, the public should not be told that the 
opinion of this Society was, that all cases 
were ho where the arm had presented 
for four-and-twenty hours, without delivery 
being ‘Two instances he had 
known in which the children were born 
after this period, by recourse being had to 
evisceration. In the one case, the mother 
recovered perfectly, but in the other, the 
uterus was ruptured. 

Mr. Suearty considered himself quite 
competent, after the experience he had had, 
to be able to say whether a presentation was 
thet of the arm or the leg; be had brought 


this case forward just as it had oceurred. 
If the same case were to happen to him 
again, under the same circumstances, he 
should adopt the same course. He by no 
means recommended waiting for sponta- 
neous evolution in all cases; every case 
must very much depend upon the circum- 
stances attending it. He regretted the ab- 
sence of Messrs. Waller and Ashwell, be- 
cause he believed they would have support- 
ed the propriety of the practice that had 
been adopted, ir he understood those 


demen rightly, in conversations he had had 
with them, as well as with another prac- 
titioner, at Hammersmith, upon the case, es 
detailed in the paper by Mr. Waterworth, 
he was authorised im saying, that they con- 
curred in the line of 
so successful. 


uct that had proved 


The Reoistran read a communication 
from Mr. Beard, a Corresponding Member, 
at Newcastle, upon a case of nodes on the 
head of the tibia, which he had treated suc- 
cessfully, by laying bare the bone by a free 


the presentation, because, if at this period ‘"S\"°) through the periosteum. 


Dr. Ry aw believed, the practice of curing 
periostitis by free incisions to be by no 
meaos new. Dr. Crampton, of Dublin, had 
recommended the practice sixteen years ago. 
He believed Mr, Cooper had also alluded to 
it in his Dictionary, 

Another Memaer observed, that he would 
by no means have resorted to this treatment 
until, at any rate, the patient had been sali- 
jvated. It did not appear, from the com- 
munication, whether they were syphilitic 
nodes. 

The case excited no interest nor any dis- 
cussion, and the meeting broke up, 


HOPITAL DE LA PITIE, 


SPONTANEOUS TETANUS—EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND THIRTY LERCHES IN THREE Weeks ! 


A youno man, twenty-five years of age, of 
a robust constitution, was, on the 7th of 
March, admitted under the care of M. Lis- 
franc, He stated that the preceding even- 
ing he had felt violent pain and rigidity in 
the dorsal and abdominal muscles, and that 
these symptoms had, within a sbort time, 
increased to such a degree, as to render him 
unable to undress himself without assistance. 
At the time of his admission, the pulse was 
strong and accelerated.* According to M. 


* No other symptom is mentioned in the 
report of the Gaz. de Santé, from which the 
case is extractéd. ‘Phis is not the first time 
that we have been disgusted at the super- 


INFLAMMATION OF THE KNEE. 


Lisfranc’s order, he was bled to a pint;| complaining of violent pain in his right 
sixty-five leeches were applied along the | knee, which was considerably enlarged. — 

ine, and twenty-five to the abdomen; two| 24. States, that about three weeks ago, 
San. with twelve drops of laudanum in |he arrived in this country from Irelend ; 
each, were injected, and two ounces of syr. that he was very sick during the whole of 
Papav. given internally. This was fol-! the passage, and having lain nearly all the 
lowed by no amelioration; the pulse was,|time on his right side, believes must 
for a short time, diminished in force, but | have in this way hurt the knee. Before he 
soon regained it; the patient was, during | left Ireland he had sustained no injury, nor 
the whole night, in a convulsive trem-/ever felt pain in the knee. He is rather a 
bling. On the following day, the mus-|sbrewd boy, though it is difficult in all re- 
cles of the extremities partook of the teta-|spects to get a distinct statement of his 
nic affection. He was again bled to twelve | history from him. The limb is placed at 


ounces, had fifty-five leeches applied along 
the back, and an injection with forty-five 
drops of laudanum. On the 9th, no im- 
provement having taken place, he was bled a 
third time, and had again fifty-five leeches 
applied along the back, and an injection con- 
taming eighty drops of laudanum. No 


an angle of about 45 degrees. He cannot 
move it, or suffer it to be moved, without 
being subject to the most excruciating pain. 
He can scarcely permit the most gentle ex- 
amination to be made of it. On the sides 
of the joint there are great enlargement and 
puffiness, extending also for about two inches 


alteration in the pulse having taken place, | above, and an inch and a half below the pa- 
and the trismus and tetanus being on the in-|tella. No intumescence whatever imme- 
crease, he was, on the 10th, bled to twelve | diately over the patella. There is the most 
ounces, had forty-five leeches applied along | distinct fluctuation to the touch. The fluid 
the back, aud an injection with 150 drops is close to the skin, and also passes freely, 
of laudanum, On the 11th, a slight im-/ from side to side, under the tendon of the 
provement was observed; the muscles of| rectus femoris. No discoloration of the ex- 
the neck and abdomen were not so violently | ternal covering ; no particular pointing of the 
contracted. Rep. ven@s. injic. enema C. | intumesccnce at one part more than another. 
tr. opii gtt. 180, et appl. hirud. 40 longé | The question is, whether it is an enlarge- 
dorsum, On the 12th, the amelioration con- | ment of the synovial membrane of the joint, 
‘tinued. Hep. venes, et hirud. et injic./or an abscess external to the joint? Mr. 
euema opii 210. On the 15th, | Lawrence, after having most miuutely ex- 
14th, and 15th, the symptoms progressively | amined it in every possible way for the 
‘diminished ; the bleeding and injection were | course of twenty minutes, and put all the 
daily repeated, as was the application | questions to the patient likely to throw light 
of forty leeches. On the 16th, 17th, 18th,/upon the case his ingenuity could sug- 
‘and 19th, he continued better, and was daily gest, cannot satisfactorily decide, whether 
bled, leeched, (twenty-five leeches a day,) it is an effusion within the capsule, or an 
‘and clystered. ‘The tnsmus had almost dis- accumulation of pus external to the joint. 
appeared; the abdomen was still rigid and | He is inclined to believe it is external to 
_—. From the 20th to the 24th, 285 the joint, but wishes to have Mr. Earle’s 
-leeehes were applied along the spine, and he | opinion upon the nature of it, before he 
was once bled to nine ounces. On the 4th | adopts any proceeding. Mr. Earle, accord- 
of April he was so much better, as to be ingly, made a careful examination of the 
considered outof dauger.— Gazette de Santé. | parts ; he considers the point a nice one, 
, and the question by no means easy of solu- 
tion. ile is led to concur Law- 
rence in thinking, that it is an abscess ex- 
sT. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. ternal to the jomt, and, therefore, may be 
— safely punctured. Mr. Earle’s examination 

EXTENSIVE INFLAMMATION OF THE 8YNO- Gaiched 
VIAL MEMBRANE OF THE KNEE JOINT— | visits through different wards, be 
ee Sas Came returned to the patient, when Mr, Earle’s 
opinion was communicated to him. After 


Parxes, wtat. 14, a native of, 
Ireland, with dark hair, dark eyes; lips cafefully examining the knee again, Mr. 
and cheeks of a purplish hue ; rather slender; | Lawrence introduced his lancet (or rather 
was admitted, April 23, into Rahere’s back prefers 
Ward, any other instrument in opening almost 
pote of Lewrence,| tumours) on the inside of the knee, a little 
, |above the patella, in a line with its edge, 
pa te | Nich was immediately followed by the 
French ali escape of about three ounces of synovia, 
This terminated all, doubts on the subject. 
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The puncture to be closed by adhesive strips, | fectly regular, though very rapid and strong. 
and 12 leeches to be applied around the | Hasextreme pain in the chest, particularly 
knee; afterwards a bread-and-water poul-|on the right side and under the sternum ; 
tice. Take three grains of calomel, eight | likewise pain in the epigastrium. The least 
grains of jalap, and then the saline mixture, | exertion brings on coughing, which gives 
with vin, ant. tart. ten minims, every fourth | great distress; has not strength to cough 
or sixth hour. | forcibly ; no expectoration ; breathing short 
. 97. The healing of the puncture, which | and quick ; feels very weak and exhausted ; 
took place by the first intention, is going on | has scarcely power to articulate, but is per- 
rapidly ; the swelling has decreased to a fect'y sensible. Mr. Lawrence, considering 
small extent, and Mr. Lawrence thinks this it to be of little importance what the future 
shows that there is not that danger attend- | prescription should be, has directed him to 
ing puncturing the synovial membrane, and | have— 


permitting the escape of syuovia, which is 
sometimes supposed to exist. There is still 
great pain in the knee; the pulse is quick, 
and the countenance anxious. Continue the 
medicine, and apply eight leeches to the 
knee, afterwards the poultice. 


Sulphate of quinine, gr. iss, 
Ditute sulphuric veul, m. xv. 
Syr. aurant, 
Infusion of roses, 
to be taken three times a day. In the course 
| of the afternoon the stethoscope was applied 


May 1. The puncture seems almost heal- to tie chest. On the right side, no passage 
ed, and the size of the knee has greatly de- | of air could be heard through the air cells ; 
creased ; still, however, be cannot move it, and on the left, a peculiar indescribable ac- 
and the acute pain, greatly aggravated by tion and sound of the heart. Died at 12, 
the least motion, continues. Complains » y. 
likewise of much pain in the chest, and has oe 
had short and severe attacks of pleuritis. Post mortem Examination. 
Tongue white, pulse extremely accelerated. This took place fifteen hours aiter deathr 
Take eight ounces of blood from the arm. —| The knee was the first part to which atten- 

2. Rather better to-day. Pulse upwards | tion was directed. ‘Ihe puncture made into 
of 100, but by no means so quick as yester- | the synovial bag had healed ; the capsule of 
day; a slight cough has come on, which | the joint had been evidently enormously 
gives much upeasiness. Slept more last | distended; no fluid within the capsule ; the 
night. Ordered a common linctus, | internal lining of the joint injected, and 

4. Has had rigours; looks ill; complains | vascular in the highest degree; absorption 
of the most violent suffering from the knee; of the cartilage of the external condyle, 
cannot bear the bed-clothes to touch it.| where it rests aguinst the head of the tibia, 
The original enlargement has entirely dis- just commencing ; also at its outer edge, by 
appeared, but there is now another disten- | which it had become loosened and in part 
sion of the integuments, though more pos- | separated from the bone, which was also, in 


teriorly, extending further up the thigh, and | 
not sv much around the knee; it seems 
principally to occupy the internal and upper 
part of the popliteal space; a fluctuation 
on either side of the femur. Puncturing 
it a little above the external condyle, there 
escaped about ten ounces of pus, not of 
the thick nature of matter from acute in- 
fiammation, nor of the thin, serous, watery 
nature of pus from chronic inflammation, 
but of a sort of consistency between the 
two, and of a yellowish green tint, emitting 
no particular feetor; this has given relief. 
apy a linseed poultice. Pulse quick and 


6. Yesterday the pulse became much ac- 
celerated, and was intermittent ; severe pain 
attacked the chest and superior region of 
the abdomen. ‘To-day the pulse is exceed- 
ingly quick, very weak, and fluttering, indi- 
cating, very decidedly, the approach of dis- 
solution, Notwithstanding the fluttering 

ulse in the radial artery, the action of the 
both to the touch and to the eye, 

(very distinctly observed between the ribs, ) 
against the intercostal muscles, seems per- 


this part, fast approaching toa state of dis- 
jease ; the sac of the abscess in a sloughing 
state, principally situated on the outer side 
of the thigh, and extending fur about six 
inches upwards from the condyles; three 
inches of the lower part of the bone, by 
the process of suppuration, denuded of its 
periosteum ; the abcess had rot communj. 
cated with the joint ; a small abscess on the 
outer side of the knee, not communicating 
either with the oue which had been opened, 
or with the capsule of the joint. 

_ The Chest.—The \eft side presents symp- 
toms of acute pleuritis; the pleura pulmo- 
nalis and costalis, firmly adberent, highly 
injected, and a pint vat fe half of extrava- 
sated lymph on this side ; the pericardium 
immensely distended, and containing ut 
least three pints of matter, in consistenc 
and appearance much resembling that whic 
escaped from the ham ; the pericardium it- 
self presenting a beautiful specimen both of 
suppurative aud adhesive inflammation going 
on at the same time ; the lymph thrown out 
has become adherent to the uue pericar- 
dium (which, by careful dissection, can be 
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peeled off ) for about twolines in thickness ; 
the lungs not at all inflamed. 

The Abdomen.—The liver large, and when 
cut into found with blood, and ex- 


hibiting @ dark granulated 
spleen rather tanger than usual; the kid- 


neys, especially the right kidney, larger 
then very bat 
Bot much, if at all, altered in structure, 
h hard when pressed between the 
and thumb ; the bladder of immense 
size, but empty ; the rest of the contents of 


the abdomen healthy. 
The veins throughout the body much en- 
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CONTUSED WOUND OF THE FOOT. 


James Banwns, wtatis 29, a man of un- 
healthy admitted into Luke's 
Ward, No. 17, on the 28th April, under the 
care of Mr. Green, with a contused wound 
of the right foot, extending from the outer 
malleolus under the heel to near the inner 
malleolus, occasioned by the falling of a 
coach on his foot, at Shoreditch, the pre- 
feiss evening. edges of the wound 

ve a ragy slough pearance ; 
there is no fracture, and Sos tnpesy to the 
tendons appears to be slight. ‘The patient 
states, that he has had an affection of the 
lungs, with cough, &c., for four or five years 
pat, but for the last three months the cough 

been much increased, and expectoration 
occasionally streaked with blood. Complains 
of giddiness on stooping or turning quickly ; 


his legs are edematous ; but notwithstand- 
ing symptoms he has never had any 
medical advice 


A poultice was ordered to be applied to 

On ys (from which there has not been 

much hemorrhage) and the leg to be su 

ported on pillows auch maser thatthe 
29, 


ight be untouched. 

as very restless until 11 at night, 

when thirty minims of tincture of opium 
were administered, after which he slept 
Has very little pain in the foot; 
h troublesome, and says he expecto- 
rates with difficulty ; bowels constipated ; 
tongue whitish ; pulse 98, soft. Mr. Green 


prescribed twelve grains of the scammony | soft 


and calomel powder. ‘Iwelve leeches to be 
applied to the foot, and afterwards the spirit 
wash. 

- 30. Could proeure no sleep until two 
o'clock, when half a drachm of tincture of 
Opium was given. Bowels moved three 
times; no pain; cough less; tongue whit- 


ish ; 96, soft. 
Has passed a very restless night; 


cote, and there is in- 


WOUND OF THE FOOT. 


creased heat and redness of the part ; cough 
troublesome ; expectorates @ good deal of 
mucus; shivers at times, and cannot bear 
over the region of the liver; has 

ad no motion since yesterday, but has taken 
a dose of house medicine ; tongue white ; 
pulse 120, sharp and rather hard ; no stiff- 
ness of the neck or difficulty of deglutition. 
The dresser ordered ten leeches to the foot, 
but only five could be procured, which were. 


2. Very restless night; complains of great 
in in eA foot, — is much swollen and 


t, and the redness extending up the leg ; 
the outer part of the wound looks healthy, 
discharges a thin fluid ; 

a sloughy appearance ; cough not so 
bad ; aps three times ; tongue 
white ; pulse 102, rather sharp, com- 

ible. 


of the liver; feels 
and faint; tongue more clean; pulse 96, 
fuller. The dresser ordered some medicine, 
which we believe to have been sulphate of 
was vomited almost im- 


tongue clean ; pulse 94, soft. J 
Sulph. of 


of quinine, one grain twice ; 
under the poultice ; a pint of porter daily. 
7. Appetixe not good ; tongue whitish ; 
bowels open. Wound discharges, and some 
pain slight; no cough; pulse 90, soft 


10. Mach better; tongue whitish; pulse 

naturel. Had griping vine in the bowels 
but nome to day. 

11, Sulph. quinine, six grains twice a-day. 

12. Going on well; wound appears 
healthy, di Howels 
open ; pulse natural. 

May 15. Continues to i 3 bowels 
open ; wound discharges freely. 
17. Has not any pain ; sleeps well ; pulse 


19. The wound is granulating fast ; tongue 
clean; appetite good; pulse naturel. Is 
perfectly free from pain; and in every re: 
spect mach better than on his admission to 
the hospital. 


— East, xtat. into the 
hospital on Saturday, 9, at about one 
o'clock in the day, labouring under tlie effects 


| 
| 
arged. 
a 3. Has procured but little sleep; took 
i half an ounce of castor oil this morning, 
7 which produced four green and offensive 
j | stools ; the burning pain in foot not so se- 
vere as yesterday ; much less pain on pres- 
ff | 5. Hes passed the two last nights com- 
{ | fortably ; no cough nor expectoration; no 
4 . in the foot, or over the ; of liver 
compressible. 


_ well und quickly periormed. 


DR. YOUNG—APOTHECARIES’ ACT. 253 


of a large dose of opium, which he had 
taken four bours previously. It appears that 
he had gone at about nine in the morning to 
a druggist, and, under some specious pre- 
tence, had obtained two ounces of lauda- 
num, the whole of which he took. When 
admitted, he seemed to be fully under the 
influence of the poison; the pulse sharp, 
pupils contracted, countenance pale; ap- 
peared sensible when roused; could not 
walk without assistance, his legs giving 
way under him at every step. The stomach- 
pump was immediately applied, and the con- 
tents of the stomach drawn off, warm water 
having been repeatedly injected, after which, 
an ounce of lemon juice was administered 
every half hour, and the patient kept walk- 
ing about between two other men until after 
ten in the evening, when he appeared 
somewhat revived, and was put to bed.» 

10. Complains only of headach ; eyelids 

. ppears pe e we seems 
desirous of leaving the Hospital. 
GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

On Tuesday, 1¢th, Mr. Morgan te- 
moved part of the tight hand of an elderly- 
looking man, for a scrofulous affection of the 
metacarpal joints of the second and third 


fingers. An incision having been made be- 
tween the me bones of the third and 


fourth fingers, and between those of the the 


thumb and second finger the bones were 
sawn through a short distance above their 

I articulations. Two arteries were then 
secured, ond the lips of the wound t 
into apposition four sutures, after which 
the wound was dressed with lint and strips 
of adhesive pleister. The operation was 


Dr. Youno.—This distinguished physi- 
cian died the week before bie 
Regent's Park. He had, for seme time, 
been labouring under an affection of the 
chest, in whieh, at times. the lungs, and at 
others the heart, only appeared to be im- 
plicated. Dr. Young, while eminent in his 
profession, was, at the same time, one of 
the first philosophers in Europe. His read- 
ing and researches in natural —— 
were extraordinarily great ; second 
volume of his works on that subject, displays 
the extent of his inquiries and acquaintance 
with the work of other men. Dr, Young's 
name had, of late, been very frequently be- 


fore the public, through a long controversy 
between himself and the first astronomers | 
in this country, which was carried on with 
a degree of acrimony not befitting phi- 
losophers, 


‘ 


IRISH AP OTHECARIES’ ACT. 


Iw No, 294 of Tur “Lancer, we promised 
to insert a report of the proceedings in Par- 
liament, on the subject of a Petition from 
some Scorcu Duss and others, relative to 
the operation of the Irish Apothecaries’ 
Act. We have delayed doing sv, in the 
expectation that some legislative measure, 
or at least a discussion, would have taken 
place on the subject of the alleged grieve 
ances. ‘The matter, however, appears to 
be at rest; but as some of the abuses 
resulting from the English Apothecaries’ 
Act, have recently been placed before the 
profession in rather prominent charac« 
ters in the pages of this Journal, we deem 
the present a favourable opportunity for lay- 
ing before our readers a report of the brief 
discussion which took place in the House of 
Commons on the 6th of April, relative to 
the alleged oppression and injustice result» 
ing from the Irish Apothecaries’ Act. On 
a future occasion, we shall enter upon this 
subject at length, and shall wait with some 
anxiety, to see what steps will be taken by 

Legislature. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, April 6th, 1829. 


Ma. Browxtow presented a Petition from 
the Surgeons, and 


A County of Armagh, 
complaining of the grievances they under- 
went from the operation of the A aries’ 
Act, and praying for such y as would 
relieve them from the unjust ution ta 
which they were subject. ‘The Honourable 
Gentleman called the attention of his Noble 
Friend,,the Secretary for Ireland, to this 
Petition, which came froma 
able body of men in the North of Jre 
who had been educated inthe Universtien of 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dublin, some 
in the English Universities; but who, after 
many years of uninterrupted practice, for 
which they were qualified by diplomas, were 
now disturbed in their 
the Apothecaries’ Company. ublin, who, 
by virtue of an Act of Parliament, passed 
in 1791, insisted .on a 
201. from every practising Apothecary w 
had not undergone an examination before 


them, and taken out @ licence to practise. 


Some of the Petitioners had been ia the 


—= 
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practice of their ion for seven . 
and others for different periods ; and they 
now found themzelves subjected to penal- 
ties, or interdicted from practice, by being 
arded as Apothecaries under this Bill. 
This they considered a great hardship, and 
as they had diplomas from the Universities, 
they considered it a degradation to submit 
to the examination of a body, consisting 
only of the sellers and compounders of 
drugs, They asked the House, therefore, 
to ensure them the benefit of their diplomas, 
and to relieve them from the grievance of 
being taxed for a licence every year, merely 
for the profit of the Apothecaries’ Company. 
He trusted his Noble Friend would attend 
to this important subject; not less for the 
sake of the people who benefited by the 
medical services of the Petitioners, than for 
the sake of the Petitioners themselves, who, 
rather than submit to be examined and 
licensed by the Apothecaries’ Company, 
would retire altogether from the profession. 
Mr. Grorce Dawson presented two Pe- 
titions to a similar effect from the Practising 
Physicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries of 
the Counties of Londonderry and Tyrone. 
He also called the attention of the House 
to the very peculiar hardship to which the 
Petitioners were subjected by the exercise 
of the power conferred on the Apothecaries’ 
Company by the Act of 1791. If that 
= was confined to the prevention of 
norent and unskilful persons engaging in 
the selling and compounding of drugs, he 
would not object to it; but it really operated 
against persons of talent and education, who 
must be dtiven by it out of their medical 
ctice. In the Act there was a clause 
inflicting a penalty of 20/. on every person 
exercising the profession of an apothecary, 
or taking an apprentice, unless he bad 
taken out a certificate from Apothecaries’ 
Hall. The consequence of this Act was, 
that though passed to protect the health of 
his Majesty's subjects, it really operated 
to their injury ; for it appeared by the Pe- 
tition, and by letters he had received from 
Ireland, that actions had been generally 
commenced against these gentlemen for the 
recovery of the penalties, In the north of 
Ireland there were about 250 of them alto- 
ther, and if they were every year mulcted 
a fine of 20/. each, it would put a sum of 
5,0001, into whe pockets of the A pothecaries’ 
Company every year. He trusted that his 
Noble Frieud, the Secretary of Ireland, | 
would give relief to those Petitioners, who 
were, in every respect, entitled to it. 
The Secrerary for said, 
ing been personally appealed to on this sub- | 
ject, he would say, that on a similar Petition | 
from the County of Down, be had directed, 
inquiries to be instituted as to the com- | 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


no opinion at present without unduly pre- 
judging the case, as he had not received the 
representations the Company of Apothe- 
caries might make in answer to these com- 
plaints. He could assure his Honourable 
Friend, that he should be quite ready to re- 
move any vexatious or oppressive penalties, 
if he found that any such were exacted by 
the Dublin Company of i 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received from 
Mr. Wilmington—Mr. Herbert—Dr. Wil- 
cox—Mr, C. Clark—Dr. Wm. Hewison— 
J. S. C.—Mr. E, Moore—Mr. J. Baker— 
Mr. Jenner—Mr. G. H. Evans—Mr. Ed- 
ward Daniell— Mr. T. Evans — Medicus, 
Leamington Spa. 

Several C 
privately. 

We will endeavour to comply with the 
request of Mr. W. C. Pyne. Labels for 
of the back Volumes of Tus Lancer, mey 
be obtained at our Office, through the me- 
dium of the Booksellers and Newsmen. 


We will not trouble “* Mepicus” of N.P. 
to forward the Lecture, as we fear that the 
subject is not exactly suited to our pages. 

The Communications of Messrs. E. Moore 
—J. Baker—T. Evans —C. Clark—J.,G. 
Evans—J. G.—J. S, C.—and Justitia, 
next week, 

Saint George Hewett, the Cambridge 
Professor, and Saint Julius, of Richmond, 
are likely to meet with a powerful competi- 
tor for ** obstetric fame,” in the person of a 
Dus who resides at Leamington Spa. 


nts will hear from us 


A Country Avormecary.” We 
much regret that the Oro Has have sti 
the power to recover the ‘* four guineas.” 
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An Essay on the Deaf and Dumb, show- 
ing the necessity of Medical Treatment in 
eatly Infancy, with Observations on Conge- 
nital Deafness, By Harrison Cur- 
tis, Surgeon Aurist to the King. London 
Longman, 1829; pp. 211. 


Ten Chapters on the Bath, containing a 


Description of a New Va Bath, Lon- 
plaints of the Petitioners ; but he could give don, Simpkin and Mersiah. pp. 142, 
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